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espresso 




A shot of prayer, 
throughout the day 

WIN A COPY OF DAVID WINTER S NEW 
ESPRESSO PRAYERS, SEE PAGE 12 



Bishop vows to put 
mission and spirituality 
at heart of daily life 




Church-goers ‘sleep out’ to raise 
awareness of homelessness 



THE Bishop of Oxford has outlined his plans 
to develop mission in the diocese over the 
next five years. 

After nine months spent in ‘intensive listen- 
ing’ as he travelled around every corner of the 
diocese, he revealed some of his observations 
and ideas on how to move forward at the lat- 
est diocesan synod. 

He said: ‘I want to have a conversation 
across the whole diocese, as a Christian fami- 
ly, about the next phase of our life together.’ 

This ‘conversation’ will develop on from 
the mission statement Sharing Life, which was 
put forward by the previous Bishop of 
Oxford, Richard Harries. 

Bishop John said he had been excited by the 
extraordinary diverse happenings in the 621 
parishes of the diocese. 

‘I want to affirm the wonderful and exciting 
goings on in our parishes. I was really encour- 
aged by the motivation of clergy and lay peo- 
ple. People in our churches and parishes are 
not at all downhearted but really are ready for 
“God’s new thing”.’ 

He outlined five key values for the next five 
years: making disciples; making a difference 
in society; sustaining the sacred centre; creat- 
ing vibrant Christian communities and shap- 
ing confident leaders. Underpinning these are 
commitments to keep a steady number of 
‘paid’ clergy in the diocese. He said he recog- 
nized that many clergy were overburdened, 
both by buildings and bureaucracy. 

He called for an approach that honours the 



following principles, voiced by people on his 
visits: not neglecting the past but building on 
it; not so much about strategy but culture; not 
top down but liberating the local; not targets 
but directions; not about structures but about 
relationships; not one size fits all but flexibil- 

People in our churches and 
parishes are not at all down- 
hearted but really are ready 
for 'God's new thing' 

Bishop John 



ity and not about complexity but elegance. 

He called for a conversation on the way 
forward with every churchgoer in the diocese, 
and urged people to send in their comments, 
either to Church House or by email 
bishopoxon@oxford.anglican.org. 

His discussion paper is available on the 
diocesan website www.oxford.anglican.org as 
is a podcast of his address to synod. Copies of 
his paper are to be sent out throughout the 
diocese over the next few weeks and months 
for discussion. 

He will report back on the conversation at 
the November diocesan synod, with a view to 
formally launching the new vision at the 
beginning of 2009. 



Members of Buckingham's parish church St 
Peter and St Paul's recently held a sponsored 
sleep out - in a cardboard box - to raise aware- 
ness of the plight of the region's homeless. 
Around 190,000 people in Britain are thought 
to be without a roof over their heads. 

The Revd Claire Wood said dozens turned out 
to brave the elements and sleep out, raising 
more than £500 for voluntary groups which 
work with homeless people in the area. 

Howard Mordue, the Mayor of Buckingham 
was among those sleeping out, alongside the St 
Peter& St Paul's youth groups l<2 and YAGs 



Young Adults during their stint in the early 
hours of the morning. He said: Tt was minus six 
degrees outside and very hard to shelter from 
the wind. We huddled together to keep our spir- 
its up but it made me realise that without the 
warmth of friendship, it must be extremely 
frightening to find yourself in such a situation. I 
do hear of cases where teenagers have been 
thrown out of the family home because of an 
argument. It is very sad but they have no where 
to go and end up on the streets.' 

Pictured above are left Mayor Howard 
Mordue and deputy churchwarden Paul H irons. 
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News 



In brief 



Farewell Linslade: parish 
‘goes over’ to St Albans 




Earthquake shock for 
Banbury vicar 



THE parish of Linslade has left 
the Oxford Diocese and moved 
over to St Albans in the first such 
‘transfer’ to be carried out in 36 
years. 

The move was requested by 
the PCC. Boundary changes in 
the 1960s split the town of 
Linslade in half - with Linslade 
St Barnabas and the old church 
of St Mary’s in the Oxford dio- 
cese, while the other churches 
and parishes fell into St Albans. 

Parishioners had long felt the 
boundaries were too artificially 
drawn. 

Churchwarden Nicholas 
Moore said: ‘We felt we were in 
the same Christian family as 
other churches in Linslade but 
separated by this artificial 



boundary.’ 

The parochial church council 
(PCC) passed a resolution a year 
ago to petition the Church 
Commissioners to allow them to 
join St Albans. 

The Church Commissioners 
did ask for any objections but 
there weren’t any, said Mr 
Moore, though many were sad 
to leave friends in the Oxford 
Diocese, and particularly the 
Mursley deanery. 

The new priest of St Barnabas 
is due to be licensed in May - 
Bishop Alan will begin the serv- 
ice, before he hands over, sym- 
bolically, to the Bishop of 
Bedfordshire and the Lord 
Bishop of St Albans. 

See Letters Page, page 7. 



THE Revd Mark Charmley of St 
Leonard’s Church in Banbury 
was, like many of his parish- 
ioners and people across the 
country, woken by the earth- 
quake which struck Britain last 
month. 

‘The whole house shook but to 
be honest I rolled over and went 
back to sleep,’ he said. 

It was only the next morning 
when he looked outside that he 



saw the stone cross was missing 
from the church roof. It had been 
shaken off by the tremor and had 
fallen, smashing into the roof on 
the way. 

‘As it could be described as an 
act of God, I did wonder about 
insurance, but our insurers 
Ecclesiastical have been great,’ 
said Mr Charmley. The cross is 
thought to be beyond repair and 
is expected to be replaced. 




the only remaining meadows in 
Thames Valley where the wild Snakeshead Fritillary flourishes. You 
join in the village's Fritillary Festival celebrations on 20 April. 



2008 Budget offers a life-line on Gift Aid 



THERE was good news for church- 
es and charities in March when the 
Chancellor announced a three-year 
stay of execution for Gift Aid. 

Until Budget day, charities were 
preparing themselves for a slash 
in income from Gift Aid corre- 



sponding with a fall in the basic 
rate of tax from 22% to 20%. 

But the Chancellor took the 
sector by surprise by announcing 
that charities can continue to 
reclaim Gift Aid at 22 per cent 
for the next three years. 



This means that for every £1 
given under Gift Aid, churches will 
still be able to claim an extra 28p. 

Robin Brunner-Ellis, Christian 
Giving and Funding Adviser for the 
diocese of Oxford, welcomed the 
announcement. 



‘I am delighted that the Chancellor 
has offered charities this lifeline. This 
is great news for our parish churches. 

‘This three-year window is a 
real opportunity to make sure we 
are making the most of Gift Aid 
in all our Christian giving.’ 
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Former Bishop of 
Oxford dies 

The Rt Revd Kenneth Woollcombe, former 
Bishop of Oxford, has died in Worcester, aged 
84. Bishop Kenneth was Bishop of Oxford from 
1971 to 1978. 

Ordained in 1951, he served his curacy in 
Great Grimsby. A distinguished academic career 
then preceded his appointment to Oxford. 

As Bishop of Oxford his open approach was 
described as 'refreshing' and his great pastoral 
gifts widely recognised. 

Sadly, however, he resigned from his post 
after the death of his first wife, Gwendolyn 
Hodges, in 1976, saying he could not carry on. 

Two years later Bishop Kenneth became 
Assistant Bishop in London, then in 1981 was 
appointed Canon Residentiary and Precentor of 
St Paul's Cathedral, where he remained until 
his retirement to Worcester in 1991 with his 
second wife, Juliet Dearmer. 

Juliet took over four rural parishes in 
Worcestershire while he provided priestly back- 
up. She was priested in 1994 and they finally 
retired to Pershore in 1998. 

He was assistant Bishop in the Diocese of 
Worcester where he conducted a survey of the 
Dudley area in preparation for the transfer of a 
deanery into the diocese from the Diocese of 
Lichfield. 

The current Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, described Bishop Kenneth as 'a 
distinguished Bishop of Oxford, noted for his 
scholarship and his profound gifts as a thinker.' 

He said: 'He took the Diocese through the 
1970s with confidence and clear leadership. 
After the sad death of his first wife, he found 
new contentment in his marriage to Juliet and 
his new role at St Paul’s Cathedral. The Diocese 
remembers him with affection and respect.' 

New martyrs memorial 
championed by retiring 
Lord Lieutenant 

HUGO Brunner, Oxfordshire's Lord Lieutenant 
for 12 years, will retire in August. 

Mr Brunner, who was appointed as the Queen's 
representative in the county in 1996, has become 
a familiar and popular public figure, not just 
accompanying Royal visits, but in the launch of 
initiatives in education, heritage and the environ- 
ment. Under his chairmanship the restoration 
campaign for Dorchester Abbey raised more 
than £3. 25m. He was also instrumental in the 
completion of the Oxfordshire Jubilee Wildlife 
Spaces project. 

One of the last initiatives that the Lord 
Lieutenant is championing is the unveiling of a 
memorial in the University Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, in Oxford, to commemorate the 
Catholic and Protestant martyrs of the 
Reformation period who were associated with the 
city and with Oxfordshire. Lord Patten of 
Barnes, Chancellor of the University of Oxford, 
will unveil the memorial on 19 June. 

The memorial will list 23 men, each name pre- 
ceded by the year in which he was put to death. 

Mr Brunner said: 'I'm delighted to be associat- 
ed with this project. 2008 is a good year in which 
to realize the memorial as it is also the year that 
John Henry Newman, vicar of St Mary's from 
1828-1843 and Cardinal of the Roman Catholic 
Church is likely to be beatified.' 

Anyone who would like to contribute to the 
cost of the memorial should send donations to 
The De Brome Trust (the charitable arm of the 
PCC of St Mary's) at The De Brome Trust, St 
Mary the Virgin, High Street, Oxford, 0X1 4AH. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free 
audio version of the DOOR by contacting 
Graham Winterbourne on 01844 840285. 
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News 




Living out 
our faith 

In the run-up to an event that will inspire 
us to share our faith with those around us, 
we look at how a church near Slough has 
built a strong relationship with a drama 
group using their church hall. 



CHRISTIANS across the Thames Valley are 
invited to a major ‘evangelism day’ on 7 June 
this year, aimed at inspiring them to bring new 
disciples into the church. 

Called ‘Living Faith: A vision for evangel- 
ism’, the day is for clergy and laypeople who 
long to help their church reach out to others 
who have not already heard good news of 
Jesus Christ and of what God continues to do 
in our lives today. 

Janet Russell, parish development adviser 
for Berkshire who came up with the idea for 
the day, acknowledges that many people are 
already reaching out each day to touch the 
lives of others in the things that they do. 

In Burnham, near Slough, members of St 
Peter’s Church have very much taken to their 
hearts a local drama group which practises in 
the church hall. 

Friendly Bombs is a thriving drama club for 
adults with learning disabilities, which has 
been meeting in the Cornerstone at St Peter’s 
for 10 years, beginning with just four mem- 



bers and now boasting 15 plus a waiting list. 

Carol Barratt, of St Peter’s Parish Office, 
said: ‘Although it is an independent group we 
think of it very much as part of our church 
family and have built up a close relationship 
over the years. Some members of the congre- 
gation are involved with the drama sessions or 
administration, and everyone is very support- 
ive. We really look forward to the occasions 
when they perform their productions for us 
before touring them around the area. 

Friendly Bombs was the brainchild of Ted 
Dutton and Richard Hodges who worked at 
Burnham Day Centre with learning disabled 
adults. Both keen on drama, they found peo- 
ple enthusiastic about the opportunity to be 
involved in regular drama sessions. They 
found a home at St Peter’s and the group was 
born. 

Ted said: ‘It’s great to be celebrating our 
tenth anniversary this year and still be going 
strong. There’s a real family feel to the group. 
At least nine of the members have been with 



us almost since we started, and we feel very 
much a part of life at St Peter’s. They have 
always made us welcome and are very sup- 
portive.’ 

The group meets once a week and tackles all 
sorts of genres, currently concentrating on the 
classics, including Shakespeare. The produc- 
tions tour day centres and other venues. 

Ted says that not only does the group help 
develop self esteem, self confidence and pres- 
entation skills of its members, it promotes to 
others with learning disabilities that they can 
do this sort of thing if they want to. 

Carol Barratt says: ‘We hope Friendly 
Bombs will be part of the life of St Peter’s for 
many years to come.’ 

To find out more about Living Faith, or 
to book your place, contact janet.rus- 
sell@oxford.anglican.org or see the book- 
ing form on the diocesan website 
www.oxford.anglican.org. 
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Downsizing? Moving Parish ? 
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• Monthly Fine Art, Antiques & Collectables 
Sales (Towcester) 

• Twice Monthly General Sales (Northampton) 

• Regular Specialist Sales (Towcester) 

• Valuation, Probate, House Clearance 

• 8000 sq ft salerooms with parking 

• Fully catalogued & internet integrated sales 

• Local, National & International advertising 

• Collection & Delivery arranged 

• Entries always invited - Monday - Friday 
9am-3pm 

• Entries from our ecliastical customers 
particularly welcome 

• Call us on 01327 359595 

‘It has never been easier to sell at auction. We take 
care of everything and make sure your items is dis- 
played, catalogued, advertised and sold as well as 
possible. As the Midland’s largest Auction House, 
you can be assured you’re in safe hands.’ 

If you have something to sell, call us on 
01327 359595 or 01604 712945 
Come to your local Auction House 
and sell to the world! 

www.iphumbertauctioneers.com 

The Towcester Salesrooms, Burcote Road, 
Towcester NN12 6TF 
Tel: 01327 359595 Fax: 01327 352038 
The Nothampton Salerooms, Freehold Street, 
Northampton NN2 6EW 
Tel: 01604 712945 Fax: 01604 712945 



1 0-year-old 
converts 
school, church 
and village to 
fairtrade 



IN Ewelme, Oxfordshire, the church, school 
and wider community are tackling the 
injustice of unfair trading - all led by 10 
year old Mary Spence. 

As chair of the Fair Trade Committee at 
Ewelme CE County Primary School, Mary 
was inspired to take the campaign further 
by involving her local church, and has now 
set her sights on persuading the whole vil- 
lage to become a Fair Trade Village. 

Head teacher, Andrew Markham, said: 
‘It has been a wonderful experience of the 
power of the church and the community 
working together to make a difference. 

‘The school and St Mary the Virgin 
Church are physically connected, being 
on the same site, and a close bond has 
traditionally existed between the two. 
But I think the Fair Trade issue has unit- 
ed us even further, knowing that our 
combined actions here in Ewelme can 
have so much effect on the lives of oth- 
ers across the world. Now, we really 
hope the whole village will get behind 
the campaign.’ 

As a regular member of St Mary’s 
Church, Mary joined fellow pupils on 
Mothering Sunday in the school’s regular 
presentation to the congregation about 




Mary Spence with friends at St Mary's 
Church, Ewelme 



their activities. As well as telling the con- 
gregation about the background to the 
campaign, she then organized a tasting 
session of fairly traded products. 

Such was the success of the venture 
that the PCC has now agreed for St 
Mary’s to become a Fair Trade Church, 
using fairly traded tea, coffee, biscuits 
and other products for after-service 
refreshments and other events. 

Church and school are also now unit- 
ed in their commitment to help persuade 
the whole village to use fairly traded 
products. 
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Your Christian Agent for Spanish Property. 



Beach Front 
Properties, Country 
Homes, Golf Resorts, 
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the choices are endless . 



nothing left 
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Rachel, 13, has looked after her four siblings - and 
two children from another family ever since all their 
parents died of AIDS. Local Christians are giving all the 
help and compassionate care they can. But their village 
church desperately needs our support. 

Across Africa, more than 12 million children have 
been orphaned by AIDS. 

Please help Tearfund reach them. Your gift to Tearfund 
will equip church based organisations worldwide to 
meet urgent needs, tackle injustice and provide economic 
and spiritual support. Just £21 would provide a family like Rachel’s 
with livestock, seeds and pans to cook nutritious meals for a year. 

Bring childhood back to life. 

visit www.tearfund.org/HIV or call 0845 355 8355 
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STOPPING AIDS. AIL TOGETHER. 



tearfund 

BE PART Of A MIRACLE 



07 07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1 .7 CDTI 
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SAVE £4,466 



06 56 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.9 
CDTI SR1 150 PS 



ONLY £12,79! 



SAVE £7,321 



NO RISK, HASSLE FREE BENEFITS... 



Choose from hundreds of new & used makes & models 
Minimum 12 months parts and labour warranty 
Minimum 1 2 months roadside assistance 



HPI/VMC mileage and history check 
FREE nationwide delivery to your door 
FREE Accident Management Scheme 



•Savings shown are against New UK List Prices. Prices cored at time of going to press. Cars shown for illustration only. 
Registered Office: 1 Oughton Way, Sheffield S4 7DY 
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or visit: www.autosave.co.uk 1 w ■■ 1 

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.45AM - 6.30PM I SATURDAY 9.00AM - 3.00PM 



things need a little more detail! 

- What you need to know about Sponsored Features. 



When it comes to advertising, where the budget 
allows, many people follow the well-known adage 
that ‘a picture is worth a thousand words’. It’s true 
to say that in many cases this really works, with a 
strong picture attracting attention and a few 
well-chosen words completing the task of 
communication. 

There are times, however, when it is necessary to 
explain things in more detail to get the message 
over. As a sales department we often have clients 
say that what they really want is editorial. At 
Cornerstone we understand the strength of the 
written word, coupled with a strong layout to com- 
municate, in depth, a message that cannot be told 
through a few photographs. 



Advertorials are nothing new, although we prefer to 
call them Sponsored Features. They provide just 
the sort of service that many organisations have 
been telling us that they’d like to use in our six 
Christian newspapers. Published on a monthly 
basis, there are 6 Anglican titles, The Door (Oxford 
Diocese); Grapevine (Bath and Wells); Sarum Link 
(Salisbury); The Wey* (Guildford); Pompey Chimes* 
(Portsmouth) plus The Month (Chelmsford) and the 
Roman Catholic title, Portsmouth People* 
(Portsmouth). (* not published in August or 
January). 

If you like the sound of Sponsored features and 
would like to know more, telephone the Cornerstone 
Diocesan sales-team on 01752 225623. 



Did you know it is a British Standard 
requirement that all Lightning Protection 
Systems are tested annually? 

WE CAN HELP? 

Site recommendations and quotations provided. 

Other services include Gutter an Roof repairs. 

Call 07798 751051 or 01455 208229, www.barsbylightning.com 
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God in the life of... 



Pressure is a fact of life when you're a top FA premiership foot- 
baller. In a snatched moment from daily training, Reading FC 
goalie, Marcus Hahnemann, tells Sally Jarman how his faith helps 
him deal with the expectations and the demands of success. 




How faith, family and 
football saved 
Marcus Hahnemann 



Just trying to catch up with Marcus 
Hahnemann to arrange our interview gives 
me a small insight into the high octane pace 
of his life; we talk was we walk on the way to 
the next engagement in his busy daily diary. 

As first-choice goalkeeper for Premier 
League club Reading FC, as well as a member 
of the US National Team, there’s no such 
thing as a quiet season. And with the hopes of 
all the ‘Royals’ fans resting on his broad 
American shoulders each weekend, only 100 
per cent effort will do. 

‘It’s a crazy schedule’ he admits; ‘I’m 35 
now and last season was probably my best 
ever, but I have to work real hard to stay up 
there.’ 

It would be easy, in such a high pressure, 
focused environment, to lose perspective. But 
it is here that faith and family come into play 
for Marcus. 

Football, family and faith are, he says, the 
cornerstones of his life - and not necessarily 
in that order! With so much going on 
throughout each week, Sundays have become 
sacred in more ways than one. 

‘Sunday is my only day off each week,’ he 

'When I was a kid I wanted to 
join the military and fly helicop- 
ters. I didn't dream of being a 
footballer. But sometimes I look 
at how lucky I've been to have 
been doing something I love for 
so long (I started at 21 so 
that's 13 years), and to still be 
at the top of the game now. So 
many opportunities have pre- 
sented themselves and I am 
very thankful for that' 



explains; ‘So everything that’s not football 
has to fit into that one day. Actually football 
might even creep in then too, if my boys are 
playing for their teams and I go watch! 

‘It’s definitely a day for family though. I 
like to spend time with my wife and kids just 
hanging out together; and recently my family 
have been over from the States so we’ve been 
going off doing things with them.’ 

It’s family that keeps him grounded, he 
believes, reminding him about what is endur- 
ing and constant in his life beyond career suc- 
cess: 

Insightfully he says, ‘Obviously it’s impor- 
tant to me to be successful as a footballer. But 
any sportsman’s time is limited and you have 
to have more than that.’ 

Faith, too, has shaped Hahnemann’s phi- 
losophy on life since his college days when, 
finding himself at a Christian university and 
expected to attend chapel services, he says his 
interest in Christianity was kickstarted at 
services led by an American ex-footballer 
whom he found ‘unbelievably cool’. 

‘I’m fairly outgoing and I really felt that 
here was someone I could relate to. There 
was such a different atmosphere and he made 
it all so interesting.’ 

Already a powerhouse on the football field 
- he was rated among the nation’s top 10 in 
shutouts and goals against average in all four 
of his collegiate seasons - he is quick to 



acknowledge God’s hand in his long-running 
success: ‘It’s got to be something more than 
just me. When I was a kid I wanted to join the 
military and fly helicopters. I didn’t dream of 
being a footballer. But sometimes I look at 
how lucky I’ve been to have been doing some- 



thing I love for so long (I started at 21 so 
that’s 13 years), and to still be at the top of 
the game now. So many opportunities have 
presented themselves and I am very thankful 
for that.’ 

Hahnemann is known by the Reading 



crowds for taking time to pray and reflect for 
a time before every match: ‘I don’t know 
what I say really. God doesn’t care whether I 
win or lose, but I think it kind of puts every- 
thing into perspective a little bit’, he explains. 

As a supporter of the Oxford Diocese’s first 
Back to Church Sunday campaign in 2006 
Berkshire, Marcus helped launch the event, 
sharing the Reading pitch with a surprise 
new player - the Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell! 

He says one current regret is no longer 
being a regular member of the family’s local 
church in Pangbourne, due mainly to compe- 
tition for his time on Sundays. 

He says: ‘I do think church is a great thing 
for families to do together. But I think lots of 
people have the same dilemma as we do in 
our house if it’s the only day everyone gets to 
spend time together, or if they have other 
places that some of them have to be at the 
time a service is on. 

‘Right now I think the most important to 
me is just to be doing things with my kids, 



Hahnemann is known by the 
Reading crowds for taking time 
to pray and reflect before 
every match. 

'I don't know what I say really. 
God doesn't care whether I win 
or lose, but I think it kind of 
puts everything into perspective 
a little bit' 



even if it’s playing the X-box. But my wife 
and I do try to make sure they know about 
our faith and understand our values. It’s a 
background to our lives at the moment but 
it’s still there.’ 

Currently contracted to Reading until the 
end of the season, Hahnemann is sanguine 
about the future; 

‘Sometimes I think you can drive yourself 
crazy thinking about it too much so I try to 
take life as it comes and not dwell on the neg- 
ative stuff. But I had thought I’d like to keep 
going until I’m 40, so God willing I’ll carry 
on.’ 



Hahnemann facts: 

• Born in Seattle, to German parents 

• Still holds a German passport 

• 6’ 3” tall 

• Star of the US Colorado Rapids before 
his move to England in 2000 

• An imposing presence in the US Men’s 
National Team 

• Part of the USA squad for 2006 World 
Cup Finals 

• First UK club was Fulham 
•Then loaned to Rochdale 

• Signed by Reading FC in 2001 

• A major part of the 'Royals’ 2005/6 
League title triumph 
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Directory 
on 

page 17 
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AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION, 
BiOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP. 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATH1NA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 



Stained Glass 

iiflreSIgnS) ' 

01494 * 773712 
David Wasley MA • FMGP 
www, 3 rdmMlenniumartists.co.uk 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 




Infinite Adornments 

C h rit>t i a n J ewel le ry 

New p |M sH| 
Website 

www.inf.co.uk 

A'farge range of WM 
jewellm for all ages p ™ 
Trade .accounts available mm 
for churches and bookshops HJH 




THE UK CHURCH DIRECTORY 

40,000 churches 

Stand G71 



rch 

L . *cOii u k 



NOW BOOKING SYRIA, ETHIOPIA, JORDAN! 




WIDER HORIZONS 

Pilgrim Journeys of Encounter 

www.wider-horizons.org 

W# juMiTU’Y^ thdt 3 

r‘iu tuitit^r with 

tMltiim* dlid faiths, ill this Midth# last, 
Africa mid Asia 



2008: Israel/Palestine, Egypt, Syria 
2009: Ethiopia, Jordan, Israel/Paiestine 



For full details see our website or contact 

Witter HoHionii Th# h^ctorVi 1 Ryan um#, 
Anduver, Hampshire IP! 0 4D*I 

Tel: 01 264 357032 
Email: info@wlder~horizons.org 



People & places 




Upton's children ring for Mums 



Mothers at St Mary's Church, Upton, near Didcot, had a special surprise 
on Mothering Sunday when four young members of the congregation 
(pictured) rang Amazing Grace on handbells, and then Rounds at the 
close of the service. The children were Izzy and Sophie Caffyn and 
Robert and Alicia Dickens. 



Busy year for 
OxCEPT 

NEWLY formed 
research centre 
OxCEPT (Oxford 
Centre for 
Ecclesiology and 
Practical Theology), 
based at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, 
has a busy programme 
of seminars for 2008. 

The seminars are 
for College and 
Course students, local 
alumni, other inter- 
ested academics, min- 
isters and lay people 
in the Oxford area. 

On X May, the Revd 
Dr Harriet Harris, 
chaplain of Wadham 
College, Oxford, will 
discuss: 'Taken for 
granted; making 
women bishops in the 
Church of England'. 

For information on 
the seminars, and on 
the wider work of 
OxCEPT, go to 
www.rcc.ac.uk 



Grants to forward faith in 
‘everyday world’ 

THE Miss M F Wright Will Trust has been 
helping individuals and organisations in the 
diocese for more than 30 years. Set up from a 
legacy to Canon Alan Christmas, then 
Diocesan Industrial Chaplain, it was intended 
to support industrial chaplaincy and its spin- 
offs. As Industrial Mission work has dwin- 
dled, the trustees have interpreted the purpose 
of the charity more widely. 

Today, the trust offers grants to Christian 
individuals and organisations working within 
the area of the Diocese of Oxford for work, 
research, training and ministry which relates 
our faith to the everyday world. 

Grants last year funded speakers for the 
Chaplaincy at Reading University initiative, 
‘The f Word - The Forgiveness Project’, a mov- 
ing and inspiring exhibition about how forgive- 
ness can transform situations of traumatic hurt. 

They helped fund a log cabin at St Andrew’s 
Church, Cippenham to nurture the work of 
the parish for children from the community as 
well as the church. 

And in Slough they have funded the Faith 
and Development Minister’s induction train- 
ing. The only restriction is that the grants do 
not pay salaries or direct employment costs. 

To find out more about the Trust contact Jo 
Saunders on 01628 663302 or josau@btinter- 
net.com. 



20-year 
reunion for 
OMC and 
SAOMC 

20 YEARS of the 

Oxford Ministry and 
St Albans and Oxford 
Ministry Courses will 
be celebrated on 
Saturday 31 May, 
and all former stu- 
dents are invited. 

Andrew Brown, 
author, journalist and 
veteran religious affairs 
correspondent, will be 
guest speaker at the cel- 
ebrations in Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. 

Gerald Hegarty, 
Associate Principal of 
the Oxford Ministry 
Course, said: ‘Over 
the years the course 
has responded to his- 
toric changes in the 
pattern and purpose 
of mission in the 
Church and prepared 
students for a wide 
range of ministry in 
the Church of 
England. It is now time 
to look back, and a 
time to look forward. 
It is also a time to cele- 
brate the ministry of 
the Course alumni and 
to renew a larger sense 
of the Course and its 
contribution to the 
Church in its new set- 
ting at Cuddesdon.’ 

Former students 
wishing to attend the 
reunion should con- 
tact Gill Pratley on 
01865 877424 or 

omc@ripon-cuddes- 
don.ac.uk 



Celebrated organist to 
play at Dorch ester Abbey 

ORGAN fans are in for a treat at Dorchester 



Abbey on 5 April, when Thomas Trotter per- 
forms a recital in celebration of the newly 
restored Victorian organ there. 

Described as one of today’s greatest living 
organists, Thomas Trotter is City Organist at 
Birmingham’s Symphony Hall and organist at 
St Margaret’s Church, Westminster Abbey. 
His recital programme this year takes him to 
Germany, Rotterdam, Dublin and Australia, 
as well as to Dorchester. 

Mr Trotter told the DOOR he is looking 
forward to playing in the Abbey and has cho- 
sen the recital programme to complement the 

age and character of the 19^ century J W 
Walker organ, after consultation with the 
Abbey’s regular organist, Jeremy Boughton: 
‘We have chosen some of the greatest 
Victorian organ music including W.T Best’s 
Men of Harlech (Concert Fantasia on a Welsh 
March), C. Gounod’s Funeral March of a 
Marionette, and Elgar’s Vesper Voluntaries.’ 
Playing in a church can be difficult, says 
Mr Trotter, with the organist often tucked 
away out of sight making it more difficult to 




Thomas Trotter publicity photo 



build a rapport with the audience. But he is 
confident there will be no such difficulties at 
the Abbey which, as part of the recently fin- 
ished organ restoration project, has an 
improved view of the organ loft from the 
pews. 

For details or tickets call 01235 528066. 




Eco-column 



1 1 

I IN June 2007 the Diocesan Synod unani- | 

I mously resolved to support the agricultur- g 
i al community within the diocese by | 
1 encouraging churches to source food 1 
i served at church events as locally as possi- i 
I ble. When we buy branded Fairtrade pro- I 
1 duce we know that those who benefit are 1 
1 the local producers in the developing 1 

* world. Local food, however, is not a brand. 

j What is sometimes labelled local food may * 
I have travelled quite a long way; it is alleged J 
I that some supermarkets source produce j 
I locally but then send it many miles to be g 
I processed and packaged before then bring- | 
1 ing it back to be sold close to origin. This | 
1 increases food miles and therefore the I 
1 effect on the environment. I 

i One way to ensure that the food we eat i 
^ is sourced locally is to buy direct from the 1 
1 farm gate, at the farmers’ market and from 1 

* those increasingly making a living out of j 

J using and selling local products. Local : 
l Flavours * is the new local food directory j 
I from the Berks, Bucks, and Milton Keynes g 
I and Oxfordshire food group. It lists a g 
I whole range of outlets and includes a cat- | 
1 alogue of farmers’ markets. 1 

1 Sourcing locally within the three coun- 1 
1 ties is both good for the local farming com- i 

* munity, as synod envisaged, and con- i 
1 tributes to protecting the environment. 

* The Revd Canon Glyn Evans is the * 
Diocesan Rural Officer and the SE 
Coordinator of the Farm Crisis Network , 
he can be contacted on 07870405241. 



It is available from local shops, direct g 
§ from the BBO Food Group or from me at f 
1 £1 plus p&p. More details page 12. 1 



Pink protest against exploitation 

CHRISTIANS around the country are being 
urged to wear pink on 18 May this year in 
support of Not For Sale Sunday. 

CHASTE (Churches Alert to Sex 
Trafficking Across Europe) is co-ordinating 
the event, which asks Christians to engage 
with the issues of sexual exploitation today, 
taking time to reflect, respond and start to 
make a difference in a world where women, 
children and young men are subject to abuse, 
privation, sexual humiliation and violation. 

To help churches prepare services on the 
subject, free downloadable resources, includ- 
ing information, music and songs, are avail- 
able on www.chaste.org.uk. 

CHASTE says that more than 4,000 women 
are trafficked into the UK every year, as well 
as growing numbers of young people. 



Music from St Petersburg 

THE Lyra Singers from St Petersburg are 
making a welcome return to SS Mary and 
Nicholas Church in Littlemore on 
Wednesday 30 April. 

The evening of Russian Orthodox and 
Russian folk music begins at 7pm and tick- 
ets are free, though a retiring donation of 
£10 is suggested. Refreshments will be 
available. 

The Revd Margreet Armitstead, who has 
organised the event, says that the singers 
were a tremendous success last year and 
should not be missed. 

For more details contact Margreet on 
01865 748003. 
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Comment and letters 



On Michael Wenham; farewell Linslade; Cathedral visits 




f Comment 

BY THE BISHOP OF 
OXFORD 



Sharia - yes, no or 
maybe 

I wasn’t the only one to get into hot water 
recently over comments on the place of 
Islam in British society. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s learned lecture to 1000 jurists 
hit media interest just where it hurts and he 
was submerged in mainly trivial comment. 

The first thing to remember about our 
archbishop is that he is very bright. 

Reading his lecture requires considerable 
intellectual stamina. He was not arguing 
for the facile introduction of a parallel legal 
jurisdiction of barbaric practices. He was 
asking for a debate on the appropriateness 
of making legal space for some aspects of 
matrimonial and inheritance law from the 
Islamic tradition to be embraced by the 
British legal system. 

Forms of supplementary (not alternative) 
legal provision are already offered to both 
the Jewish and Christian communities. The 
archbishop was wanting a discussion on 
the basis of both fairness and realism - 
many Muslims already make their deci- 
sions in family and financial matters in 
accordance with sharia; the question is 

'As someone said, when you 
put the words archbishop, 
sharia and unavoidable 
together it was almost bound 
to end in tears 7 



how to allow some form of public space to 
such arrangements, while maintaining the 
primacy of British legal principles and 
practices. There must be a common legal 
context for all citizens, but how much 
space can there be for religious commit- 
ments within that context? 

The other thing to realise of course is 
that this discussion is part of a much larger 
and crucial issue - the importance of main- 
taining space in the public arena for faith 
commitments. This is disputed territory. I 
was debating with A.C. Grayling last 
month and his fierce critique of religion is 
that it has no place in public debate - it 
should simply be kept at the level of a (rel- 
atively) harmless voluntary hobby. The 
Church has to resist this privatisation and 
stoutly maintain that the gospel is about 
public truth as well as about private trans- 
formation. But the battle lines are drawn. 

So far so good, I hope. Where we get 
into trouble is when we raise these issues in 
ways that throw the great British public, 
and its less worthy national press, into a 
panic. To put it bluntly, the archbishop is 
too intelligent for most of the press and its 
knee-jerk response was as sad as it was 
simplistic. However, we have to understand 
the culture we’re living in, and wisdom 
requires some sophistication in judging the 
mood and the moment. 

Perhaps this is where the archbishop was 
badly advised. As someone said, when you 
put the words archbishop, sharia and 
unavoidable together it was almost bound 
to end in tears. The debate is important, 
but as we so often say, timing is everything. 



Rewarding frailty 

What a pleasure to read this article on 
Michael Wenham. We live in a time when per- 
sonal success is considered so important, 
being able to cope with everything and being 
strong both physically and mentally. But that 
does separate us from our fellow man 
through fear that we may not be up to scratch 
and in fact robs us of some of the knowledge 
of others that would enrich our lives. 

Although I never met my paternal great 
grandmother my father’s stories of her were 
an inspiration. Why? Because she spent many 
of her latter years bed ridden, downstairs in 
her small terraced house in a small Yorkshire 
mining village. Her door was always open 
and anyone could wander in day or night and 
spend time with her. She knew so much about 
those in her community and understood 
human nature and frailty very well. Had she 
not suffered terrible frailty herself she would 
never have had all this contact with the com- 
munity and would not have been there to dis- 
pense wisdom and comfort to those who vis- 
ited her. During the second world war, when 
my father came home on leave, he'd often 
arrive home in the early hours of the morning 
to find his parents house locked. I understand 
that in those dark days one didn't always 
know when leave would happen or when one 
could get home. My father always found his 
grandmother available and ready to listen. 

He used to speak to her about his war expe- 
riences and she was a great comfort to him. 
My sisters and I saw this wisdom, great faith 
in God and love for humanity in our father. 
Dad died 14 years ago from cancer of the 
liver. Its not a nice way to die but his faith 



Acts 7.55-60 

‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ 

Stephen was really quite some man, worthy of 
the title ‘Saint’. 

Having discovered this morning that I am 
now a member of the ever less exclusive club, 
clergy who have had their church lead nicked, 
I am not pleased. It is the morning when 80- 
mile-an-hour storms and gales are forecast 
and also OFSTED are arriving to inspect our 
church school (my assembly included) - and 
with Holy Week around the corner, there are 
a few other things on the horizon too. 

What I feel like doing to those mindless 
criminals should not be printed. They have 
clearly ignored the Lord’s command to love 
their neighbours as themselves and not fore- 
seen the huge stress, work and cost their lead 
thieving will cause. 

Lord, do not hold this sin against them. Surely 
Stephen wouldn’t have said that? 

If we are struggling with apathy and lack of 
faith around us, perhaps we can imagine that 
Stephen admired his attackers because at least 
they were passionate about their belief in their 



never left him. He was dignified, kind and 
loving to the end. 

God really does bring us great rewards in 
our frailty and that surely is when we see him 
at his most magnificent; when he carries us 
and bathes us in his love. I do not pray for 
healing for those I know who are terminally 
ill because I believe it is unrealistic. What I do 
pray for is that we are given the grace to 
understand what it is that God is teaching us 
with these circumstances. I do not fear death 
because I know He is there for me but pray 
only that He protects me from a violent end. 
Kate Durham 

St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean. 



Visiting our Cathedral 

In the February DOOR there was mention of 
parish visits to the Cathedral - and I would 
like to commend these to any parish wonder- 
ing whether or not to go - especially to peo- 
ple like us on the outer edges of the Diocese 
who feel that ‘our Cathedral’ is remote. A 
group from Stony Stratford went in October. 
We were welcomed warmly and the tour was 
well organised with opportunities to sit down 
and listen to the history. We heard about the 
unique history of the Cathedral/College 
Chapel, visited a garden which is not usually 
open to visitors, saw a beautiful painted win- 
dow, St Frideswide’s shrine - there was so 
much to see and hear about. Then we enjoyed 
tea, with more delicious cake than we could 
eat, in the Great Hall, and learned about the 
links with Harry Potter and Alice in 
Wonderland. After a trip to the shop which 
houses the Cathedral Treasury we welcomed 
the opportunity to share in Evening Prayer 



particular picture of God, even if it was misguid- 
ed. Sometimes we might even have a glimmer of 
understanding for religious terrorists, knowing 
that our ancestors have done a few shameful 
things to try to keep their religion and communi- 
ty life pure. We might hear Jesus’s words, Father 
forgive them, they know not what they do. 

Or maybe - just maybe - it was because 
Stephen was a man filled with God’s Spirit (see 
Acts 6:10 , 7:55)? 

Life-changing words. Even if they 
seem to fall on deaf ears at the 
time, they should still be said. 

Stephen’s words are very powerful. If I had 
met the burglars to confront them verbally or 
physically it is unlikely that the encounter would 
have led to anything fruitful. But if I could have 
communicated such a sentiment as ‘Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them’ wow. 

Of course sin must be labelled as sin, and 
not swept under the carpet. Stephen made 
quite clear his belief that their attitude to Jesus 



before we left. 

Penny Keens 

Stony Stratford 



Goodbye and thank you for everything! 

On the first of February the parish of 
Linslade moved lock, stock and congregation 
into the diocese of St. Albans. This move 
will enable us to join the Ouzel Valley Team 
Ministry with our fellow Anglicans in the 
town of Leighton-Linslade. The move has 
the blessing of the Bishops of Oxford and 
Buckingham. 

We wish to thank all those in the diocese, 
the archdeaconry of Buckingham and dean- 
ery of Mursley for all the pastoral care, sup- 
port, advice and spiritual guidance that we 
have received over the years. No doubt we 
will miss those personal relationships we 
have built up over the years but some at 
least will continue, albeit at a less formal 
level. Please remember us as we take this 
momentous step. 

We offer you our thanks, together with 
our prayers and best wishes for the future. 

Andrew Moore 

Churchwarden 



Competition winners - Congratulations to: 

Camilla Lay, Netherton; Hilary Riley, Milton Keynes; 
Mrs L Lawrence, Newbury; Diana Wayland, Olney; 
and Sally Emerton, Milton Keynes, who win a 
Fairtrade Everyday Cookbook. Brenda Wright, 
Henley; Chloe Butterick, Seer Green; Oliver, Jasmine 
and Todd Stamore, Berrick Salome; Mrs A 
Armstrong, Milton Keynes; and Mrs B A Firban, 
Milton Keynes, who correctly counted 14 hot cross 
buns and win copies of The First Easter. 



was wrong (Acts 7:51-52), but like His 
Saviour before him, he showed pastoral con- 
cern for those who wronged him. Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them. 

Like his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus’s words 
call out to us: Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you. 

There are many stories of remarkable 
words spoken to criminals which have ulti- 
mately changed their lives. I heard recently 
about a woman, violently assaulted in her 
home, who whispered in the ears of her 
attacker, ‘When this is over, I will pray for 
you.’ This prayer led to a new life in Christ 
for her assailant when he was in prison. 

Life-changing words. Even if they seem to fall 
on deaf ears at the time, they should still be said. 
We know that Saul was one of those holding the 
clothes of those stoning Stephen. The words he 
heard may have provided the first cracks which 
enabled the call of Jesus to reach his heart. 

May we seek to be filled with same Holy Spirit 
that overflowed in Stephen, and pray as he did. 
Ben Phillips is an area dean and vicar of 
Bodicote , near Banbury. 



Comings and Goings 

Revd Ruth Bushyager, Assistant Curate, Wilford St Wilfred, Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham to be Associate Priest at Christ Church, Abingdon; Revd Alison Caw 
Associate Priest, Penn & Tylers Green is given permission to officiate; Revd Derrick Carr, Associate Priest, Amersham with Coleshill to be also Associate Area Dean; Revd 
Derek Duncanson Chaplain Heathfield St Mary School, Ascot is given permission to officiate in the Diocese of Canterbury; Revd Stephen Hartley, Team Rector, Hermitage 
Team Ministry to be Associate Priest at Earley St Peter's, Reading; Revd Dr Andrew Hartropp, Assistant Curate, Christ Church & St Mark's Watford to be Associate 
Priest at Shottesbrooke, Waltham St Lawrence and White Waltham; Revd John Hibbard to be Associate Priest at Fenny Stratford, Milton Keynes; Revd Roger Howell, 
Rector St Mary the Virgin, Purley on Thames is to retire; Revd Canon Peter Johnson, Canon Residentiary of Bristol Cathedral is given permission to officiate; Revd 
Gillian Lovell, Assistant Curate, St Peter's Church, Burnham to be Priest in Charge at St Mary the Virgin, Burghfield; Revd Heather Parbury,Team Vicar, Cherwell Valley 
Benefice to be Priest in Charge at Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and Sulham; Revd Jason Reid, Curate, Woodley Team Ministry to be Vicar of St James the Apostle, Selby 
in the Diocese of York; Revd Teresa Robinson, Associate Priest, The Cookhams to be Associate Priest at Maidenhead St Luke; Revd Timothy Silk, Associate Minister, 
Arborfield with Barkham to be Crosslinks Ireland Team Leader; Revd Johannes Taling, Priest in Charge, North Buckingham to be Rector of North Buckingham. Our 
thoughts are with the family and friends of Revd Margaret Hall, Honorary Assistant Priest at St Michael & All Angels, Amersham on the Hill, who has died. 



©Bible study The power of words 
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NEW COLLEGE SCHOOL 



Day Preparatory and 

Choir School for boys aged 4-13 yrs 



Small, friendly community 
environment with close 
university links. 

Highly qualified and 
experienced staff. 



Christ Church Cathedral School 
Oxford 



need for ongoing education. 

Add to this the opportunities to take degrees to MA's 
or event working for a degree as a mature student, 
opportunities for education seem endless or at least 
much broader than they did before. 

As well as full time education there are also a wide 
range of shorter courses on Bible study and various 
forms of social care from a wide variety of local col- 
leges and specialist Christian organisations. One such 
college is Waverley Training and Events, who are run- 
ning a range of courses at Farnham, not so far away, 
in Sussex. Through these courses you can increase 
your understanding of the Bible for yourself. You can 
also work towards a certificate in counselling to give 
you a real value within the community at large. 
Waverley is a part of the highly respected Crusade for 
World Revival who's courses and publications have 
influenced and inspired countless Christians over the 
years. 

Local colleges and schools will be offering all sorts of 
courses in computing if you feel you need to catch up 
with current trends. There are more than likely a wide 
range of part time or evening courses on various sub- 
jects such as writing, painting, flower arranging and 
foreign languages. What's available will depend on 
where you live, so check with your local college on 
what's available. Look through the pages of this news- 
paper for specific Christian courses or surf the web 
and see what it brings up. 



For further details please contact : registrar@cccs.org.uk 
www.cccs.org.uk (01865) 260650 
3 Brewer Street, Oxford 0X1 1QW 



Certificate/Diploma of Christian 
Counselling 

Starting each October and January 
(part-time) 

introduction to Biblical Coaching 

Tue-Wed 3-4 June 

Full Brochure: www.cwr.org.uk 

T: 01252 784731 E: training@cwr.org.uk 

Waverley Training and Events, CWR, Waverley 
Abbey House, Waverley Lane, Farnham, 

Surrey GU9 8EP 

Waverley 

Training and Events < 
Christian Training from 



Be Equipped 
to Help 



Be equipped to help others grow and 
move forward in their lives ... 

Introduction to Biblical 
Counselling 

Mon-Fri: 16-20 June or 11-15 August 
or 17-21 November 



Next Open Day 

Saturday 

8th November 2008 
10am-12noon 



Centre for musical excellence. 
Outstanding academic and 
music results. 

Wide range of extra-curricular 
activities. 

Popular pre-school and after- 
school care. 

Generous scholarships for 
Choristers. 



PLEASE CONTACT : 

Mrs J Asquith, 

New College School, Savile Road, Oxford, 0X1 3UA 
Tel: 01865 243657 

Email: jasquith@newcollege.oxon.sch.uk 
www.newcollege.oxon.sch.uk 



A Time to Learn 

April is a time with the focus on education for a wide range of ages. For many chil- 
dren at school the impending GCSE '0' and 'A' levels will be prompting a real focus 
on revision for the examinations ahead. These examinations can mean so much to 
the future path in life that the pupil will travel. They represent a summary of what 
time and effort has been placed into learning for many years before. 'O' level stu- 
dents will be looking for a range of subjects that will give them the opportunity to 
move onto 'A' levels or further education, some may already be looking to full time 
work or an apprenticeship. For those taking 'A' levels the aim will be to reach 
agreed levels in order to go on to the university of their choice. It will certainly be a 
time of change, even for those remaining in the same school for their 6th form 
years. 

There will also be students who will not be making a big move at the end of this 
academic year, but that does not mean that change will not be on their minds. 
Parents with children in junior schools will be looking for a suitable secondary 
school for their children starting in September 2009. Some older pupils together 
with their parents will be looking at the choice offered by universities and special- 
ists colleges in order to plan ahead, some may even be taking a gap year before 
moving on. As well as the investment in time and effort, education does not come 
without expense. There will be funding to look at, possible travel costs and so much 
more. All important choices, all worthy of discussion and prayer. 

Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously important choice. In many 
cases a child’s primary and secondary education can have repercussions through- 
out life. With growing concerns surrounding much of education in Britain today, it 
should come as little surprise that Christian schools maintain their popularity with 
parents, providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in all that they do. The more 
disciplined style of education seems to bear fruit and their academic results contin- 
ue to impress and in many cases improve. Some schools are linked to the church 
itself, with many excellent Cathedral schools offering a brilliant start to a lifetime 
spent in music, but a full academic back up as well. 

Christian schools continue to be popular and are approached by parents from 
across the denominations, as well as other faiths, who wish to ensure that their chil- 
dren can enjoy a start to life based on a firm foundation. 

Christian Schools, therefore, often have waiting lists or entrance examinations to 
help them maintain their standards of excellence, or offer open days for parents 
and prospective pupils to look around at what is on offer. 

It’s a very similar story with further education with decisions about University or 
College choices for September 08 having already 
been made. 

Deciding on full time education is a tremendously 
important choice. In many cases the subject chosen 
can have repercussions throughout life, forming for 
many students the foundations of a lifetime’s career. 
For a Christian of any age the choice of a theological, 
secular or social subject is likely to be emphasised as 
it will effect the student’s chosen path in the future. 
There has been a lot of emphasis in recent years on 
what is seen as 'Lifetime learning'. Whilst we certainly 
make a real base for our lives at school and possibly 
university, the workplace is full of change. Whether its 
working methods or new software it seems that there 
is always something new to get our heads around. The 
idea of working for a single company or organisation 
for a lifetime seems to be on the way out and with it the 
necessity to necessarily stick to a single chosen 
career. These changs bring opportunities and the 






<*•/ ’•*' ling 



Diploma in Biblical and 
Theological Studies 

An exciting part-time, 2-year course 
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Reflections on a challenging General Synod 

General Synod took place this year against the backdrop of the debate over Sharia, and the Archbishop of Canterbury's comments the previous 
week about integrating some aspects of Sharia law into British law. His address to Synod was his first public address since those comments, which 
caused a media furore. It was welcomed by the majority of Synod members with a standing ovation. Below, two synod members from our diocese 
give their own personal reaction to the issues raised at, and by, Synod. 



John Chorlton, 
priest in 
charge of 
Britwell St 
George, Slough 



I returned from General Synod in two minds; 
on the one hand delighted at the business con- 
ducted and on the other rather uneasy. This is 
my opinion and not necessarily that of others. 

I stood for General Synod because I believe 
the leadership of the church must not become 
disconnected from what happens in the parish- 
es. Twice during Synod the vote went against 
the perceived wisdom of centralisation; first 
when the vote to set up the parsonages board 
was defeated leaving management of ‘vic- 
arages’ as is; and second when the motion to 

Coming after statements about 
'no-go areas' and 'calls to 
prayer' we all need to pray, 
study, and talk; the Sharia 
issue is not going away. 

John Chorlton 



centralise funeral and wedding fees was also 
defeated. Had they been passed the Oxford 
Diocese alone would have to have appointed at 
least two more people to work in Church 
House which is two less in the parish. ‘If it isn’t 
broke don’t fix it’ was a phrase often used. We 
are an organic body that exists for those who 
don’t yet belong and should certainly not try to 
regulate everything at every level. 

The title ‘Dioceses Pastoral and Mission 
Measure, Part V: Mission Initiatives/Code of 
Practice’ is daunting; but now that it has been 
passed bishops and dioceses have a structure 
to enable ‘inherited’ and ‘fresh expressions’ of 
church to maximise opportunities for mission. 
There are many exciting and imaginative ini- 
tiatives of evangelism and discipleship grow- 
ing up in the most unlikely places - unlikely to 
us maybe but not to the Holy Spirit. No more 
‘we can’t do that!’ but ‘Oh yes we can’ and the 
bishops are excited about it. 

Being part of the Oxford group of 17 on the 
General Synod is often quite embarrassing. In 
one debate nearly half the speeches were from 
Oxford, and they were good speeches too. 
Two of our number, Philip Giddings and 
Archdeacon Norman Russell, are national 
treasures. They maintain a conviction and 
dignity that make me proud. Philip is the lay 
chair of Synod and Norman the prolocutor 
for Canterbury; they always sit up the front 
etc. In one debate we had pages of amend- 
ments to process, most put in by one person; 
after about the twentieth amendment when 
most of us had lost the will to live the propos- 
er received a rather short and shoddy answer 
from the platform; Philip was immediately on 
his feet and restored dignity to the proposer 
and drew out a lively debate from the floor. 

I am always pleasantly surprised at the spir- 
itual content of the Synod; the high point for 




me was the Wednesday morning communion 
where Archbishop Rowan celebrated and 
preached. The worship was truly uplifting. The 
Archbishop began his sermon with a question: 
‘What if God really is who he says he is?’ He 
continued talking about Jonah running away 
from and being angry at a ‘fresh expression’ of 
church; Jonah being a sign of our own frailty 
and the power of the resurrection at work in us 
and in the world. ‘Easter shows us that God 
really is who he says he is. We cannot manufac- 
ture love nor grace but we can open ourselves 
to the God who is who he says he is’. 

There are fringe meetings at lunch times 
and listening to Bishop Tom Wright of 
Durham for example was inspirational. 
Coming out of the chamber one lunchtime on 
my way to hear the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Steven Croft launch the Fresh 
Expressions book ‘Mission-shaped Questions’ 
I realised I did not know where the meeting 
was to be held. So I turned to the person 
walking next to me to ask if they knew - it 
happened to be Archbishop Rowan. I asked 
him ‘do you know where you are going?’ He 
was taken aback thinking that I was going to 
criticize him over the sharia debacle. I quickly 
rephrased my question; ‘I mean - do you 
know where the meeting is?’ He had been 
badly shaken by the previous weekend; I’m 
not sure he realised how shaken the whole 
church was. I sincerely hope that his PR is 
more carefully orchestrated in future but that 
still leaves us with the sharia issue on the 
table. That issue in itself, once you read the 
small print, is not too complex, but coming 
after statements about ‘no-go areas’ and ‘calls 
to prayer’ we all need to pray, study, and talk; 
this issue is not going away. Our Archbishop 
and our Bishops need our prayers. As I type 
this in Slough I realise I am still quite uneasy 
about all this and I cannot quite put my finger 
on what troubles me. 




Brian Newey, 
licensed lay 
minister in 
Warborough 



‘What do you think of the Archbishop?’ a 
BBC reporter asked on the steps to Church 
House. ‘He’s done what an Archbishop 
should,’ I said, ‘stimulate debate!’ 

‘How will Synod react?’ ‘I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised at a standing ovation.’ The media 
focused on the few sitting down, hands in lap, 
but the applause was full of regard, enthusias- 
tic, hard to stop. Synod was with Rowan, who 
proved at ease and in fine form. 

But we have another Archbishop! Sentamu 

My abiding Synod memory is of 
Rowan preaching... What an 
Archbishop we have, in this 
patently Christian man. 

Brian Newey 



arrived on day two off a night flight from 
Kenya in sparkling form. He told us about 
mediating between rival parties alongside Kofi 
Annan, and encouraging the Churches in their 
help to thousands of refugees. In Synod his 
key role was to open the debate on progress 
towards an Anglican Covenant, and urge us to 
take note - Synod-speak for authorising work 
to go on. Synod clearly approved, and we 
duly took note. 

We also legislated. Synod approved new 



arrangements for senior Church appointments 
by the Crown. We embraced the Prime 
Minister’s intention no longer to influence the 
names he forwarded to the Queen. Dr. 
Christina Baxter, Lay Chair of Synod, thought 
a mature church should be radical and elimi- 
nate Downing Street’s role. Members were 
keener to keep Church and State hand in 
hand, and were content with a change that’s 
been hoped for since the seventies. 

Still in law-making mode we began updat- 
ing Clergy Conditions of Service. Common 
Tenure is coming. New appointments will 
soon see an end to ‘freehold’ - but incum- 
bents’ title to the houses they live in will not 
be transferred to diocesan parsonages boards. 
Members were unconvinced of the need for 
such a change. In the same vein we adjourned 
debate on changing the administration of 
wedding and funeral fees. The proposals 
seemed to lack a defining principle, and the 
authorities have to think again. In common- 
sense mode General Synod carries clout! 

Three debates reflected social and political 
concerns. Our own Tom Benyon secured a 
private member’s debate on the £40 billion a 
year now spent on gaming, and the prolifera- 
tion of casinos. A broader amendment by 
Philip Giddings won strong support for a 
motion urging government action. We also 
gave informed attention to detention without 
charge and the problems of mental health. 

But my abiding Synod memory is of Rowan 
preaching. At our Eucharist, with the day’s 
readings in mind (Jonah 3 and Luke 11, 29- 
32) he asked what the world would be like if 
we all behaved as if God is exactly as God 
says he is. How hard Jonah found it even in 
the face of the evidence, and how hard we find 
it; but reflecting on Jesus’ words, he made it 
seem possible. What an Archbishop we have, 
in this patently Christian man. 
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‘Why is Life so difficult?’ asks best-selling 
author Joyce Meyer. Poor relationships, 
full of personal conflict are damaging our 
marriages and families, our work, our 
churches and even our physical health . In 
this important book she examines the 
causes of relationship breakdown and 
expounds the Bible’s teaching on building 
healthy relationships, to help you experi- 
ence Life without Strife. 

Paperback, 232x152mm, 224pp 
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www.roperpenberthy.co.uk or telephone 
01302 367868 or return the coupon below, 
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Living’. 
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Feature 




IGH Wycombe residents are getting used to the sight of the Revd Nicky Skipworth and 
friends wandering through the town, eyes raised resolutely off the ground and gazing 
around them. They're not lost; they are rediscovering their surroundings through God's 
eyes. Sally Jarman pulled on her walking shoes to find out more... photos l< T Bruce 



Be honest - how often do you dash around 
your local shopping centre or rush to work, or 
your next appointment, eyes down and con- 
centrating on the day’s agenda? It’s a curse of 
the breakneck speed at which we live our 
lives, sighs Nicky Skipworth, and it is discon- 
necting us from seeing not only each other but 
also God at work in our daily environment. 

If ever anyone was made for a particular 
role it has to be Nicky. She practically fizzes 
with enthusiasm and ideas as she describes her 
pioneer ministry work as ‘community mis- 
sioner’ in High Wycombe. 

‘I just love it! It’s a dream job for me. The 
whole parish is God’s, not just the people 
who go to church, and I’m a real people per- 
son so to be honest I feel more at home out 
in the town than I do holed up in a church 
building.’ 

Town centre ‘tours’ are just one part of 
Nicky’s plan to bring God and spirituality out 
among people, rather than waiting for people 
to come to church; something she fervently 
wishes would happen all around the country, 
all of the time. 

‘Jesus’ ministry wasn’t confined to particu- 
lar buildings and places. It was all done as he 
walked along on his journeys. I so want 
everyone in the church to break down that 
public/private barrier of their faith and see 
that Christianity and spirituality impacts on 
every part of life. It’s about finding a lan- 
guage to talk about God wherever they are, 
in shops, on the bus, at work, wherever, and 
knowing that the ground won’t swallow 
them up.’ 

In her 40 minute tours, Nicky guides her 
‘theological tourists’ around the town, point- 
ing out popular meeting places and the jux- 
taposition of old historic buildings with new 
development, of which the interestingly 
named Eden shopping centre is the latest 
addition. 

She draws attention to the long-established 
market community, and some of the forgotten 
corners of the town, and to the ebb and flow 




'It's about finding a language 
to talk about God wherever 
they are, in shops, on the bus, 
at work, wherever, and know- 
ing that the ground won't 
swallow them up.' 



Nicky Skipworth 



of different sections of the community as the 
day goes by. 

And when the senses are reeling, she ends 
with a welcome coffee and a chat in one of the 
local cafes. 

‘People usually react in two stages,’ she 
smiles, ‘I tell them only to keep their eyes up 
off the ground, walk steadily, and to really 
look around them as we go along, taking time 
to notice the buildings and people and their 
interaction with their environment. 




All Saints Church, High Wycombe - one of the spots on Nickys tours of 
the town. 



‘At first they’re usually chatty then they’re 
quiet and I can see that they’re thinking and 
perhaps praying and seeing things they don’t 
normally take in. They suddenly see the range 
of community around them and that God is 
perhaps there after all. 

‘They often tell me it has been a revelation, 
and it can be quite emotional to suddenly 
regain that connection between spirituality 
and daily life.’ 

W hen she’s not guiding others 
around High Wycombe, Nicky is 
out and about on her own each 
day, introducing herself to people as she walks 
along, chatting with those she has got to 
know, and popping in to local businesses. 

Knowing the range of emotions that might 
run through my mind if a smiling stranger 
advanced upon me in the street to ask how I 
was, I wondered what reception Nicky expe- 
riences to her friendly overtures. 

‘I love the double-take I often get as I walk 
around in my dog-collar; people just don’t 
expect to see a vicar at large on the street. And 
I suppose the first reaction when I smile at 
someone is probably confusion. We’re just not 
used to passers-by making any connection 
with us anymore. 

But if the first few times you smile they get 
used to it, and then you can speak to them and 
usually people are polite about it and gradual- 
ly they relax until eventually we are having a 
conversation and they know I’m interested in 
them for their own sake. 

‘It’s low level stuff really, pre-evangelism 
(otherwise known as being available). It’s just 
showing that the Church and God are inter- 
ested in people’s daily lives, wherever they are 
at, and perhaps challenging their pre-concep- 
tions. It might start something simmering 
away, pointing to Jesus and a relationship 
with God, or it might just be about Grace, and 
that presence in people’s lives is enough in 
itself at times.’ 

As we walk together Nicky catches up on 
market news with one of the regular stallhold- 
ers, introduces herself to one of his customers, 
and stops for a chat with a passing Mum and 
toddler, asking after the family she has come 
to know from their previous talks. 

As Nicky says, low level stuff maybe, but 
interaction and connection between the 
church and its community that many congre- 
gations only talk of. 

Beyond the bustle of the town centre Nicky 
then often heads to the more run-down, for- 
gotten parts of town and also wealthier areas, 
both of which, she says, people may feel that 
God has forsaken in one way or another. 

‘Jesus showed us that there is nowhere he 
would turn away from. Whether it’s isolation 
and loneliness, fear of keeping up the pace, or 
that things have gone badly wrong for some- 
one, I want people to know that their lives, 
even broken lives, are acceptable to God and 
that he cares about them and wants to be with 
them. Just interacting with someone reflects 
the intimacy of God that they may have lost 
sight of.’ 

Businesses too, are not forgotten in her 
schedule as she explains: ‘Work is such an 
important part of our lives. It’s where we 
spend a great deal of time and it’s about so 
much more than just bringing in the pennies. 
Work and creativity of businesses reflect the 
creative activity of God in our environment; 
and I would love for Christians to feel free 
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enough to embrace that and reflect their faith 
in their work openly through their words and 
actions.’ 

N icky is still brimming with enthu- 
siasm and ideas to take her work 
forward, but despite her energy 
and commitment she is adamant that 
reconnecting communities with the rele- 
vance and presence of God in their lives 
should not and cannot be a one-woman 
mission, in High Wycombe or more widely 
in the church. 

‘As churchgoers we should all be commu- 
nity missioners. I know people are hesitant 
to be open about their faith for fear of 
being seen as ‘Bible-bashers’, but for the 
majority of the public today their view of 
Christianity is skewed by being media-led 
and it is up to normal parish churches to 
show that we are ordinary people leading 
extraordinary lives for God.’ 

Full of plans as ever, Nicky wants to devel- 
op the community mind of her own base 
church in High Wycombe, All Saints, over the 



next year, encouraging the congregation to 
join her in becoming ‘pre-evangelists’ in their 
daily lives. 



'It is our job to live iconically 
and as a church let people 
know that we welcome them 
and accept them as they are. 
We can leave it to God to 
transform them.' 



It’s not a hard task, she insists: ‘It is our job 
to live iconically and as a church let people 
know that we welcome them and accept them 
as they are. We can leave it to God to trans- 
form them.’ 

• To find out more about Nicky’s tours or 
her ideas on community missioning contact 
her on 01904 526896 or email nicky.skip- 
worth@btinternet.com 




Survivors of Bereavement by Suicide 

A Service of Hope and 
Commemoration 

At All Saints Parish Church 
High Wycombe 
on 
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With Right Reverend Alan Wilson, 
Bishop of Buckingham 

You don’t have to face it alone 

More information from 
http://www.uk-sobs.org.uk/ 
or phone Janice on 01494 451069 
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Parents And Children Together 



Do you want to make a REAL difference 
to a child’s life? 

Parents And Children Together offers a generous 
maintenance allowance to foster carers, 24 -hour access to 
support and ongoing training. 

For an informal discussion on joining the PACT 
family as a foster carer, call Martin Bulpitt on 

FREEPHONE 0800 731 1845 or 
e-mail fostering@pactcharity.org 
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British RedCross 



Put us where we’re needed. 

Please put us in your Will. 

If you were to witness a crisis, your first instinct would 
probably be to help. Now you can put that instinct - 
so powerful, so human - at the heart of your Will by 
including a gift to the British Red Cross. 

For more information about putting us in your Will, please 
call Pam Cryer on 01483 447873 or write to her at: 
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Broad Street, GUILDFORD, Surrey GU3 3BH 
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‘Cook’s tour’ of Christian history 
is fun but unsophisticated 



Bv Mark Chapman 

THIS bold and original book tries to 
argue that the seventy per cent or so 
of people in this country who claim to 
be Christian really are Christian, even 
though they seldom, if ever, go to 
church. In this, Smith suggests, mod- 
ern Christianity is little different from 
medieval Christendom where few 
people attended mass and where most 
people had little grasp of the dogmas 
of the official religion. In distinction 
to the Puritanism of the Victorian 
period which was rather more of an 
aberration than the norm, what is 
happening now is a return to the nor- 
mal state of Christianity. Indeed, 
Smith claims, secularism is not anti- 
Christian, but instead is the latest 
form of ‘inculturation’ of Christianity. 
Just as Christianity had to adapt when 



it entered different cultures in its early 
expansion, so it is having to adjust to 
modern science and technology. 

Nevertheless, even though super- 
natural explanations of the world 
have long since been displaced, the 
religion of the passive believers of the 
present day can still properly be called 
‘Christian ethics shorn of doctrine’. 
This means that ‘western society is 
technologically scientific but ethically 
it remains Christian’. Smith takes the 
reader on a Cook’s tour of Christian 
history and modern thought which is 
racy, occasionally quite fun and cer- 
tainly provocative, but which is so 
unsophisticated, unnuanced, and 
dependent on a handful of question- 
able secondary sources that his overall 
argument is little more than unjusti- 
fied assertion. A proper and detailed 
examination of the Christian roots of 



secular liberalism would require 
something quite different from this 
book. While many might sympathise 
with Smith’s clamour for an undog- 
matic and inclusive form of 
Christianity, few are likely to be per- 
suaded by what seems to me to be lit- 
tle more than wishful-thinking and 
implausible historical analysis. 

Revd Mark Chapman is \ice- 
Principal of Ripon College 
Cuddesdon, and curate at All Saints' 
Church, Cuddesdon. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF 
SECULARISM 

GRAEME SMITH 

IBTAURIS 

£15.99 




Rural realities of church in countryside 



bv Janet Russell 

‘THE rural church is facing huge chal- 
lenges, yet there are many exciting ini- 
tiatives taking place in the country- 
side.’ In writing ‘God-Shaped 
Mission’ Alan Smith is in conversa- 
tion with ‘Mission-Shaped Church’. 
He intentionally redresses the lack of 
rural mission-stories and he sets out 
to produce a book that will enable 
rural ministers to consider their par- 
ticular context for mission and to 
respond with confidence, creativity 
and integrity. 

Bishop Alan offers us a clear, four 
part structure. First he sets the scene. 
He deals with rural reality, decon- 
structing seven ‘urban myths’ about 
the countryside. (For instance, Myth 
2, ‘Each village had its own resident 
parson’. He also takes a close look at 



the theology of mission - and this, I 
think is the solid heart of the book. 

The basis of any theology of mis- 
sion must be God himself. It is only 
when our lives are centred on God, 
when we know that we are loved and 
have been forgiven, that we are set 
free from our fears and find ourselves 
swept up in his divine mission of 
transformation and renewal. This the- 
ological perspective should inform 
and guide the way that we structure 
the church for mission. 

The second and third sections of the 
book look at mission and evangelism 
in rural areas, then at the challenges 
of communicating our faith in Britain 
today. There are real life stories of 
parishes that have responded imagi- 
natively to their context - including 
illustrations from the Oxford Diocese 
- and he probes the differences 



between the rural church and the rest. 

Part four reflects on the processes of 
rural mission. ‘Principles for Mission 
in the Rural Church: Listening, 
Learning, Acting, Refocusing’. It is 
thoughtful, perceptive and overflow- 
ing with useable resources and advice. 
And his final word: ‘If God is not at 
the centre of all that we do, people 
will go away disappointed.’ 

The Revd Janet Russell is parish devel- 
opment adviser for Berkshire 

GOD SHAPED 
MISSION 

ALAN SMITH 

SCM CANTERBURY 
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A shot Of prayer Buying Local 



DAVID Winter’s hugely successful 
Espresso Bible (2007) has been fol- 
lowed by Espresso Prayers. 

This small book offers ‘little surges 
of renewal throughout the day’ for 
people perhaps unaccustomed to 
praying. No amount of coffee can 
meet the spiritual urge that rises in all 
of us, says the author, and there is 
often little time to connect with this. 

But these prayers aim to show that 
prayer can be woven into our days, 
however, busy, in (to continue the 
metaphor) little ‘shots’. 

There are some ancient prayers put 
into modern language, some new 
prayers in traditional style and some 
new reflections. 

And there are prayers to meet with 
many of the challenges of modern life: 
prayers before interviews, for an exam, 
for breaking up and for making up. 

Perhaps the most moving are the 
series of prayers for those facing illness, 



for going into hospital, and for the 
death of a child and other loved ones. 

This book will be very popular with 
David Winter fans, and it is cheap 
enough and small enough to slip into 
a handbag and to carry around 
throughout the day. 

The Door has five copies of Espresso 
Prayers to give away. To win a copy, 
send your name and address to Book 
Draw, The Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 
0X2 ONB by April 10. The winners will 
be drawn at random after that date. 

ESPRESSO PRAYERS 

DAVID WINTER 

LION BOOKS 

esprmo ^ 

Prayers I 




Local Flavours: Food and Drink from 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Milton 
Keynes and Oxfordshire, showcases 
local food producers in the Diocese. A 
well-produced and good-looking book, 
it lists a whole range of outlets 
including farmers markets and box 
schemes. It costs just £1 to buy plus 
post and packing, and is available 
from Diocesan Rural Officer the Revd 
Canon Glyn Evans. Contact him on 
07870 405241 or email glynpe@tis- 
cali.co.uk 



LOCAL FLAVOURS 

BBO FOOD GROUPS 

£1 (plus post and 
packing) 
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Vacancies & Appointments 



Church Organist Required 

To play for the 11.30am Sunday Eucharist at 
St Lawrence’s Church, North Hinksey, Oxford 
Pay: £20 per service 
A pplication t o : 

The Rev’d Dr Anthony C. Rustell, 

The Vicarage, 81 West Way 
Botley, Oxford, OX2 9JY 

Tel: 01865 242345 
Email: acrustell@tiscali.co.uk 



Saint Mary the Virgin Parish Church, 
Bampton, Oxfordshire seeks an 

ORGANIST and DIRECTOR 
of MUSIC 

to play for the weekly Sung Eucharist 
and occasional Family Services, and to 
direct and develop our small, 
experienced, RSCM-affiliated choir. 

The church has a refurbished 
two-manual Gray organ. 

RSCM rates and fees apply. 

For more information and applications 
please contact: 

The Reverend David Lloyd, 

The Vicarage, 5 Deanery Court 
Broad Street, Bampton, 

Oxon 0X18 2LY 

Tel: 01993 851222 
Email: revdjlloyd@aol.com 



With 35,000 copies of the The Door distributed through churches in the Oxford 
Diocese, it makes it a great vehicle to advertise your vacancies in local churches. 
Other Christian and charitable organisations, including faith based schools, can 
also benefit from this targeted readership. 

Care organisations may also feel that The Door is an appropriate place to look for 
staff. 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers published through Cornerstone 
Vision. We can help take your message throughout Anglican Diocese in the South 
and East of the country. 

The Month, serves the Chelmsford Diocese; The Wey - Guildford; Pompey 
Chimes - Portsmouth; Sarum Link - Salisbury and Grapevine - Bath and Wells. 
In addition the Portsmouth People can take your message through the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth. In all we print up to 180,000 papers every month. 
That's an awful lot of readers! 

To find out more telephone: 01752 225623 




SUGckGtJt 



TELECOM 



Beckett Telecom provides innovative telecoms solutions to private and public 
sector clients. We are in the telephone systems and services business, 
which is increasingly closely allied to the IT sector. 

Our vision is to be the easiest Telecoms Company to work with and we seek 
to be passionate and precise in all that we do. 

SALES MANAGER (with Director potential) 

£35K basic with £100K OTE (uncapped) 

Do you have a vision which will increase our sales volumes and professionalism? 
Can you help a range of different people achieve their personal vision for 
development within the sales team? 

Can you strike the right balance between support and control? 

Are you prepared to be paid generously for significant results? 



SALES EXECUTIVE 

Salary & package according to experience 
and demonstrable talent 

Do you share our vision to be easy to work with, passionate and precise? 

Do you have the tenacity to sell to our demanding customers in a tough, 
highly competitive environment? 

Can you help lift the levels of professionalism in our office based sales team 
Do you have the work ethic to be successful in sales? 

If so, please send your detailed CV with a covering letter answering the above questions to: 
graham.beckett @b eckett-tele.com or call me for a chat on 07831 67531 5. 



We work in a highly competitive, commercial environment with all the 
pressures that brings. Whilst retaining our u equal opportunities employer” 
status, we like to maintain a Christian ethos with a “ light touch”. 




with your help we can continue 
to treat clergy for free 



To make a donation, please contact the Charity Coordinator on 020 7388 4954 
or write to: St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT BAH 
For more information visit: www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Advertiser’s announcement 



Broadcasting a message 
of hope to towns and 
cities across the country 





The diverse range of churches 
across the United Kingdom are on a 
constant mission to serve and com- 
municate with the 58 million resi- 
dents and many visitors. 

The year long initiative ‘Hope 08’ 
proposes to support this on-going work, by facili- 
tating intensified, united, focused prayer and a 
year of activities, 

communicating the Gospel through words and 
actions, creating a lasting legacy of both physi- 
cal and spiritual change in the lives of communi- 
ties and individuals. It will do this by: 

Supporting Local Churches 

across the UK in their commitment to serve and 
witness to their communities 

Encouraging Collaboration 

between churches and agencies in reaching out 
to their communities 

Resourcing and Training 

local churches to develop their ability to engage 
with their communities on a long term basis 

Impacting Individuals and Communities 

with the Gospel through words and actions dur- 
ing 2008. 

Another way that churches and church groups 
will be able to witness to their 
community is through radio broadcasting. 

Cross Rhythms City Radio in 
Stoke-on-Trent is partnering with Hope 08 to 
help facilitate restricted service licence (RSL) 
radio stations across the UK for the Hope 08 
campaign. 

Cross Rhythms, the well-established 
multi-media youth ministry has successfully pio- 
neered community radio aimed at youth and the 
younger generation and can now be heard in 
Stoke-on-Trent and Plymouth on FM with Cross 
Rhythms Stockton due to launch early in 2008. 
By partnering with Hope 08, Cross Rhythms will 
provide local groups with much of the material 
required to launch their own RSL-based 
Radio Hope. 

The broad purpose of theses RSL’s will be along 
one or more of these lines: 

• To specifically engage with the wider commu- 
nity in a city/region as a specific stand alone 
Hope 08 project in it’s own right. This would 
run along the lines of the Cross Rhythms 
model of community radio; engaging with pub- 
lic bodies and services, other community 
groups, local businesses and the voluntary 
sector as well as local church strategy. 

• To profile church activity across a city/region 
through Hope08 initiatives. This may be 
specifically targeting a Christian/church audi- 
ence with info, feedback etc. Or this could be 
specifically targeting the wider community 
sharing what Hope 08 is all about, what it is 
relevantly doing for the community etc. 



• To showcase and profile local talent. 

• To introduce the basic concept of the Cross 
Rhythms model of community radio as a 
possible legacy that could be picked up in the 
area should interest and local vision arise 
after Hope 08 has 

concluded. 

Radio Hope will sound much like Cross Rhythms 
(which can be heard by logging on to Cross 
Rhythms at: www.crossrhythms.co.uk/radio/), 
with a 

contemporary music base. Upon this, 
however, each station would present local/Hope 
08 content through interviews, features and so 
on. 

Cross Rhythms will supply all the basic playlist 
schedules and music selection, enabling a group 
to focus all their attention on actual local con- 
tent, and thus ‘start 
running’! 

Wherever possible, presenters will broadcast 
live and incorporate pre-recorded material but 
the RSL will not be designed to put pressure on 
the availability of presenters and will always be 
able to fall back to a well-structured playlist. 
Volunteers for Radio Hope will be offered basic 
training in advance of the RSL by Cross 
Rhythms. 

The application for a 28 day licence needs to be 
made a maximum six months and a minimum of 



consideration will need to be given to the link 
between the two. If they are close by then a 
cable connection should be 
sufficient. 

If, however, there is distance between them, IP 
transmission is likely to be the most cost-effi- 
cient linkage system, but will require a minimum 
2 Mb broadband 
connection at both ends. 

Radio Hope should rely on volunteer 
support to run programmes, presentation and 
backup technical support. Ideally each station 
should have someone involved with good techni- 
cal knowledge and experience in areas of IT and 
if possible transmission. 

If you are interested to explore the running 
of a Radio Hope RSL Radio Station in 2008 
then please contact 

jonathan.bellamy@crossrhythms.co.uk or 
phone 01782 251000, to discuss. 



A Church Tower 
(above) can provide a 
vantage point for a 
transmitter & a studio 
will fit into a small 
room (right) 



eight weeks in advance of when a group wishes 
to be broadcasting. 

A group could conceivably run a station at any 
time in the year, but it is suggested that a group 
look at running one during a key Hope 08 time 
of activity, in particular during Easter 08, 
Summer 08 or Christmas 08. 

Whilst budgets may vary, costs involved for a 
group are likely to be approximately £5,000 to 
cover equipment hire, IRN news feed, licences 
and transmission equipment. 

Other costs are likely to be incurred in publicity 
and marketing, along with likely PC and broad- 
band connection for IP link if required. 

The basic playlist and Radio Hope idents/jingles 
will be provided by Cross Rhythms via ENCO 
software on a rented PC. 

Depending on whether the transmitter is at the 
same location as the studio or not, 



CITY 

radio 

the new sound on the street lOl.orlvl 
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News 



Big Brew 
2008 serves 
up success! 

MORE than 150 events were held in the 
Oxford Diocese to mark Big Brew events as 
part of Fairtrade Fortnight this year. Big Brew 
was taken up enthusiastically by the Mother’s 
Union and interpreted in various and creative 
ways! A Mad Hatters Tea Party was organ- 
ised by Crowthorne Mothers’ Union (pic- 
tured top), raising around £155. Many other 
groups held coffee mornings, like Chalfont St 
Giles, (their table pictured right) which raised 
£400 from sales of fairtrade goods and coffee. 




Gap year priest at 
diocesan Cathedral 

A GAP year for German clergy brought 31 -year- 
old Steffen Weishaupt to Christ Church Cathedral. 

Steffen, who has worked with in various 
roles at the Cathedral and spent time else- 
where in the diocese, said he had spent a ‘fas- 
cinating’ year at the Cathedral. 

‘What has fascinated me most is the range of 
worship here, from Anglo-Catholic to 
Evangelical. It has been wonderful to spend a year 
here and see the whole cycle of church worship.’ 
He has spent Sundays worshipping not only at 
the Cathedral but at other churches around the 
diocese to broaden his experience of the 
Anglican Church. 

‘Christ Church is not a typical Cathedral - but 
then perhaps it is typical, because there is no 
typical Church of England.’ 

Steffen, a priest in the Protestant Church of 
the Rheinland, is now waiting to hear if he 





has a post back home. He is due to return at 
the end of the month, but a dramatic cut in 
clergy numbers in Germany means it is hard 
to find a post. 

The declining church-going population in 
Germany means clergy posts need to fall by a 
third in the next 20 years, said Steffen. 

He said Germany was rapidly catching up 
with the UK in the increasing secularization of 
society. 



Lightening the darkness: how churches respond to dementia 



OVER the age of 80 one-in-five people will man- 
ifest a dementia, stripping personhood, making 
maintaining relationships difficult, and eventu- 
ally disrupting church attendance for both the 
individual and their carers. A Conference 
named ‘Lightening the Darkness. The 
Churches’ Response to Dementia’, will be 
opened by The Right Revd John Pritchard, 
Bishop of Oxford, on 24 April. 

The conference is just one of the initiatives of 
SCOP (Spiritual Care for Older People) which 



aims to build good practice in care for our 
elderly through training and networking. 

SCOP adviser, Janet Parker says: ‘Our soci- 
ety is growing older and it is set to grow older 
still. Within the next 25 years the number of 
people over the age of 60 will double. 

‘Today value seem often to be determined by 
a person’s ability to produce or consume and 
success measured in material terms. 

‘This along with the argument that ‘older 
people are an economic burden with nothing to 



contribute’ leads to an ageist society, alienating 
young and old, increasing fear of ageing for one 
and isolating the other. Such a stereotypical 
construct is far from the reality. 

‘Growing older must not be seen simply in 
negative terms but we can not pretend that 
changes, often creative ones, are not required 
to enable people to remain fully involved or to 
find a place within our churches. 

‘As we age energy levels decrease and some 
physical activities are no longer possible. People 



who have faithfully carried out various roles may 
need help in finding new roles; those who have 
been carer for others need support in accepting 
that they now require to receive care. Church 
service times, length or style may no longer be 
appropriate. Buildings become inaccessible.’ 
SCOP produces written resources and organis- 
es regular training addressing a range of pastoral 
and practical issues in the spiritual care of older 
people. Other training days are planned for 
2008. 



Care & Mobility 



A SPOONFUL OF SUGAR TO MAKE THE BAD MEDICINE BUDGET GO DOWN’ 



Gordon Lishman, Director General of Age Concern, said: 

“An increase to the Winter Fuel Payment this year is a spoonful of sugar to make 
the bad medicine Budget go down for pensioners. Although this announcement is 
welcome many older people will feel it is nowhere near enough to address the cock- 
tail of price hikes they have had to swallow this year. With limited room to manoeu- 
vre this Budget suggests older people are not among the Chancellor’s key priori- 
ties.” 

Energy Bills 

“Whilst increases to the Winter Fuel Payment this year are good news in the short- 
term, we need to see a long-term solution for the estimated 2.25 million older peo- 
ple in fuel poverty. Vague promises on extra help on pre-payment meter charges and 
social tariffs simply aren’t enough for the government to meet its target on fuel 
poverty. A radical new package of measures should be introduced to target all of 
those in fuel poverty. 

“Energy industry profits and the extra VAT revenue the government receives could 
have been re-directed into providing targeted support for the poorest pensioners 
and other groups hit hardest by the hikes. We wanted to see the £200 Winter Fuel 
Payment raised to at least £300 and significant investment made in energy efficien- 
cy schemes, in particular increasing the maximum Warm Front grant available. 
Through the Energy Bill the government should also make it compulsory for energy 
companies to offer meaningful social tariffs to vulnerable groups.” 

Pensions 

“It is very disappointing that on the hundredth anniversary of the state pension’s 
introduction, the government has missed yet another opportunity to bring forward 
the date to re-establish the link to earnings. Older people are feeling the pinch of 
huge hikes in living costs, yet the real value of the state pension is declining.” 
Savings 

‘The government’s commitment to encouraging those on low income to save is wel- 
come. However it must ensure that the Savings Gateway scheme it intends to pro- 
vide does not have a discriminatory cut-off point which denies help to those aged 
over 65. 

Social Care 

‘The government has acknowledged social care is one of the main priorities for pub- 
lic service reform, yet this was not even mentioned in the Budget. Its commitment to 
addressing the social care crisis isn’t being backed up with enough money. It is esti- 
mated that Local Authorities are failing to provide 1 .5 million older people with all the 
care they need in their own homes. Without radical reform of the system in the long- 



term, and more funding in the short-term, the Government’s rhetoric on 
social care will continue to fall short of reality.” 

Council Tax 

“Many pensioners will be disappointed that the government hasn’t 
offered any help with their Council Tax bills. Council Tax should be 
replaced by a fairer system that reflects people’s ability to pay. In the 
mean-time efforts to improve the take-up of Council Tax Benefit must 
be increased and there should be moves towards a system of auto- 
matic benefits payments. 

Gift Aid 

The government’s commitment to providing a transitional rate of gift 
aid to allow charities to continue to enjoy the same level of benefit 
despite changes in income tax rates is a welcome short-term measure. 




ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
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Contact: The Warden, Ormond 
Road, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 
OX12 8EA 

Telephone: 01235 762739 
Email: warden@stkatharines.co.uk 
www.stkatharines .co .uk 



Residential Home with Nursing Wing 

Modem, well equipped Residential Home 
for 75 ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds 
near town centre. 

Non-profit making charity, under the aegis 
of the Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

Excellent facilities include a beautiful chapel 
in the grounds. 

Our Residents live independent lives in a 
vibrant and happy community. 
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Exclusive readers offer 



Two for the Price of One on Ventura 
The Superliner Designed for Britain 



Arriving in April 2008, Ventura will be the largest cruise ship ever designed and built 
for the British market. She will embody a generous sense of space, freedom and choice, 
a distinctive luxury and style and the many exciting possibilities that new journeys can 
bring. Crafted to give her passengers a richer experience, every element of her holidays 
is being planned in meticulous detail. Bespoke, chic, fun and imaginative, this family friendly 
ship promises to be an inspired choice. 

Entering Ventura's impressive atrium, it will be clear that she is something of a destination 
in her own right. On board there will be cuisine created by world-famous British restaurateur 
Marco Pierre White. Opportunities for fun will range from 3D cinema and digital Scalextric 
to bungee trampolining or stilt-walking at her circus school. While moments of relaxation 
will abound with a luxurious spa and an array of tempting bars, cafes and 
restaurants at every turn. 



Canaries Cocktails 

28 Sept - 10 Oct 08 

12 nights from 
just £1114 per person 

Balcony cabins from 

just £1524 per person 

(price includes 50% discount) 

PLUS 

£35 per person on board credit 
(£70 per cabin) 

PLUS 

FREE PARKING at the port of 
Southampton. 

Departing Southampton • Madeira • 
Gran Canaria • Tenerife • Lanzarote ■ 
Lisbon • Vigo • Southampton 



Vibrant days will fade into eventful evenings with a venue for every mood and every 
occasion. And let’s not forget the wonderful destinations, awe-inspiring vistas and 
adventures to be found along the way. A wonderfully eclectic array of lush islands, inspiring 
cities, chic resorts and rustic landscapes await, and passengers can experience a whole 
range of different destinations all in one holiday. 

For more information on this exclusive offer 
and for bookings please contact us on freephone 



0800 048 1055 



This cruise is operated in partnership 
with Peter Goord Travel and 



P&O CRUISES 



Holiday advertised is subject to availability and advertised 
price is subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. 



-f 
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Retreats 



Holidays abroad 



ISRAEL 



Let the Bible come alive! 

Walk in the footsteps of Jesus with 
Chris & Lindy Hill (Leaders of 70+ tours) 
8, 1 I & 15 days in the Holy Land. 
Brochure, Tel: 0 1 763 272210 
E: carol_barry@onetel.com 
www.clministries.org.uk 



ALGARVE 




Our 

Loire Valley 

Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saumur is available 
from April to mid October. 

Simply furnished but with mod cons; 
fishing from the garden; good food, 
swimming, cycling, tennis etc nearby 
£250 to £400 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible. Sleeps up to 6. 
Contact on 

Evenings: 01993 813569 or 
Anytime: 07976 438336 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 




LA COLUMBINE 

Traditional Normandy Farmhouse 

Close to Lisieux, Bayeux & the 
Normandy Beaches. 

Only 1 1/4 hrs from ferry ports. 

Sleeps 6. All mod cons. 
Weekly Rental (all year round) 
£340 inc. 

T: 0118 957 3755 
r j h . f oo t st eps@ vi rg i n . net 




Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

uninv. wolstenhomes . co. uk 




Insurance 



Travel insurance 

Arranged for The The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

we have some of the best prices in the 
UK for anybody up to 85 years of age. 



Available Now! Travel Insurance for 
Summer 2008 and 2009 




For more information and 
details please call - 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 




To 

advertise 
in the 
directory 
call the 
sales 
team on: 
01752 
225623 




^ Morley Retreat & ^ 

Conference House 

DERBYSHIRE 



Available for: Quiet Days, Retreats & Church bookings 
telephone for more details: 01332 831293 
email: morleyretreat@btconnect.com 
\ www.morleyretreat.co.uk 



Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 



If * Shepherds Dene 

RETREAT HOUSE 

The Diocesan Retreat House for the Diocese 
of Durham and Northumberland 

GROUP & INDIVIDUAL 
BOOKINGS WELCOME 



Open events throughout the year 
For more details contact The Warden, 
Mr P Dodgson, Shepherd’s Dene Centre, 
Riding Mill, Northumberland NE44 6AF 

Tel: 01434 682212 
www.shepherdsdene.co.uk 





Alston, Callington, Cornwall, PL 17 8LX 

Country House Hotel 

Mid-way between north & south coasts, on the 
Devon/Comwall Border - we offer high quality 
accommodation and cuisine - and a really warm welcome 
for all. Short breaks, holidays, activity weeks, such as 
visiting Gardens, Walking, Bridge Playing etc. 
Excellent value! 4 star guest accommodation. 



For a brochure, phone 01579 370494 or visit us at 
www.hamptonmanor.co.uk for more information 





Secluded 
log cabins 
Pets welcome 
Beach nearby 

Short breaks 



190 , 000 
copies 
every 
month 
when you 
use all 
seven 
titles 



th Door 




Holidays in the UK 




HALDON COURT 

CHRISTIAN CENTRE 



For a Christian Family holiday With Fun & Fellowship 




34 Douglas Avenue, 
Exmouth, Devon, 
EX8 2HB 

Tel: 01395 263836 



• Indoor heated pool 

• Bouncy casde 

• Childrens play area 

• Games room 
•Lift 

• Ensuite rooms available 

• Tea making facilities 

• Washing & ironing room 

• Full board & choice 
of menu 

• Wonderful ministry & 
fellowship 

• Gift shop 

• Open all year 




Cheddar 'Wells * Glastonbury 



Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749672857 

S / 






To advertise in the directory 
call the sales team on: 
01752 225623 



St Rhadagunds 

Christian Holiday & Conference Centre 

You are invited to the Isle of Wight to find the secret treasure that is 
St. Rhadagunds. Whether you need a quiet personal or group retreat in 
an idyllic setting, a venue for a church conference or a holiday with 
friends or family in a comfortable and charming Victorian country house, 
always with great home cooked meals, St Rhadagunds Christian Holiday 
and Conference Centre could be the place you have always wanted to find. 



■I sle^ of Wight 



Open all year round, besides being available for church and other similar 
group bookings, the Centre is free much of the time for people to come and 
do their own thing, enjoying the ambience, facilities, food, scenery and the 
local area. But there are also special organised holidays and short breaks 
with various activities, such as walking, creative writing, painting and general 
family holidays, all of which include daily worship and prayers for those that 
wish to take part - you can find details of these holidays on our website or in 
our brochure, available on request. You are assured of a warm welcome by 
our friendly Christian staff. , . _ 

4 ? - mtJ ^ 








Call us on 01983 852160 or e-mail to: 
strhads@bigfoot. com 

www.strhads . co. uk 







and flights from £6 
return from Gatuiick 



incl taxes and charges, web price as quoted 30/1/08 









Stay fit Highland*. Moto! <**; wonderfully located 
, enjoy our colifne our hospitality and out 

mioteoy 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CHINA Prices: £ 1,499 per person twin 

featuring Beijing, The Great WaU and the Terracotta Warriors 0 N LY £1 60 extra for single travellers 

9 Days, 16 Meals: 7 Breakfasts, 5 Lunches & 4 Dinners Departure Dates: i4th October 2008 &. 24th March 2009 




Tour Experiences: Tiananmen Square • The Forbidden City 
•The Great Wall • Peking Opera • Beijing Zoo • Rickshaw Tour 

We are delighted to bring you a 9 day tour of magical China. 

The itinerary features hotels and regional dining experiences 
to provide a true flavour of China. All tours are accompanied 
by an experienced Collette Worldwide Tour Manager 
and feature quality accommodation in carefully selected 
locations, regional dining experiences and many meals. 

Also included with this tour is a home door to door transfer to 
London Heathrow, special sightseeing trips and excursions, 
as well as scheduled flights with a reputable airline partner. 

Exclusive Tour Highlights I 

• Home door to door transfers included 

• FREE executive airport lounge access 

• Deluxe single stay hotel - you only have to 
unpack once! 

• Many inclusions such as meals and 
sightseeing experiences 

• Western meals available during the tour 

• Exceptionally low single supplement 



For more information on this exceptional tour and for 
bookings, please contact us on freephone: 

0800 0481055 





Oberammergau 2010 



We can exclusively announce the 2010 Passion Play. We will 
secure tickets for this world renowned event which takes 
place between May - October 2010. All of the tours feature 
the seven hour Passion Play which includes an evening meal 
during the intermission. Tickets will be available for one or two 
night stays in Oberammergau. 

Pre-register for this special event now by 

calling us on freephone : 0800 048 1055 

These tours are operated in partnership with 
Peter Goord Travel and Collette Worldwide Holidays 



Ho&day is subject to m3 ads^rtissd price subject to change 

Single rooms are toited Please note that a visa- is. required For entry to. China and we can offer 

a visa, arrangement service at a smai additional cost. 



4 
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The Doorpost Courses, training, conferences & workshops 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please 
send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the May 2008 issue is 9 April. 






Wed 2 AMERSHAM 

21st Amersham 
Millennium Lecture. 

‘Suffer the children? What 
is the place of faith in edu- 
cation?’ presented by 
Canon Lucy Winkett. 
01494 726680. 

Sat 5 WING Walk leav- 
ing from All Saints Church 
10am for 2 hours, bacon 
rolls, etc. Cost £2. 

Proceeds to church. 

Sun 6 ASTON CLIN- 
TON 9.30am Full Choral 
Matins Organist & choir- 
master Raymond Cook. 
Sat 12 HIGH 
WYCOMBE All Saints 
Church 12noon. Organ 
recital with Emma 
Gibbins. 

Sat 12 BUCKINGHAM 

Voces8 Concert for Water 
Sratford Church 
Restoration Appeal in 
Buckingham Church 
7pm. Tickets 01280 
848209 

Mon 14 WING Flower 
arrangement demonstra- 
tion All Saints Church by 
Neil Gurney 7.30pm cost 
£5 proceeds to Church. 
Wed 16 DORCHESTER 
ABBEY 7.30pm Lecture: 
Robing our destiny in 
stone. Church buildings in 
modem England. Tickets 
01865 341 066. 

Sat 19 HIGH 
WYCOMBE Bucks 
Vocations Breakfast at 
Christ Church, Chapel 
Road, Flackwell Heath. 
8.30am - 12.30pm Cost 



£3.50. Contact Revd 
Cathy Smith on 01494 
670389. 

Sat 19 OXFORD 

Sheldonian Theatre. 8pm. 
Brodsky Quartet. Box 
Office 0870 7500659 
Sun 20 DORCHESTER 
ABBEY Piano & Violin 
Concert by Jeremy 
Boughton 6c Sharon 
Warnes. Retiring collec- 
tion for Dorechester 
Abbey 6c Westgate 
House, Wallingford. 

01865 340 402. 

Sun 20 AMERSHAM 
Creative, contemplative 
worship on 3rd Sunday 
monthly. Imaginative use 
of teaching, liturgy, music 
6 C stillless to help draw 
close to God. St Michael 
6c All Angels. 6-7. 15pm 
01494 726 680. 

Mon 21 OXFORD 
Crowther Centre for 
Mission Education. 6.15- 
7.30pm. ‘The Journey of a 
Migrant’ by Dr Daniel 
Groody. Tel 01865 787400 
Wed 23 HAMBLEDEN 
Lyra Vocal Ensemble from 
St Petersburg. Russian 
Church Music 6c folk- 
songs. 7.30pm 01491 
571588. 

Thur 24 BURY ST 
EDMUNDS Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust. 
Cathedral Tour, For 
details contact 
cb@charlesbaker.org 
Fri 25 FINGEST 
Healing Service with 
Laying on of Hands and 



Anointing at Holy 
Communion 10.15am. 
Details 01491 57123. 

Fri 25-Sun 27 CHE- 
SHAM Christ Church, 
Waterside. Annual Art 
Exhibition. Fri 7.30- 
9.30pm, Sat. 10.30-5pm. 
Sun 9.30am Eucharist, 
Exhibition llam-5pm. 
Sat 25 OXFORD 
University Church 
7.30pm. ‘The Sixteen’ 
Conductor Harry 
Christophers. Box office 
0870 7500659. 

Sat 26 OLNEY Cowper 
6c Newton Day. The 
Olney Centre 10am. 
Presentations on Cowper’s 
life, tours of museum from 
3pm. St Peter 6c Paul 
Church 7pm. The 
Bedford Gallery Quire 
singing and performing 
18th 6c 19th Century 
church music. 

Sat 26 GREAT MIS- 
SENDEN St Peter 6c St 
Paul. Choral Society con- 
cert ‘Springtime in a 
Country Church’. Tickets 
£l2.50/£6 01494 890088. 
Sat 26 BECKLEY 
7.30pm The Banks String 
Quartet: Beethoven, 
Mozart, Frank Bridge, 
Beckley Church. 01865 
351 270. 

Hies 29 COOKHAM 

DEAN St John the Baptist 
Church. Organ Recital 
given by Rhidian Jones 
8pm. Tickets £8 on door. 
Details 01628 529861. 



MAY 

Thur 1 STOKE POGES 

Ministry of Hospitality and 
Prayer. Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Rd. 10am -12.30pm. 
‘The Heavens Proclaim the 
Glory of God’ led by 
Father Noel Connelly. 

Sat 3 OXFORD We Will 
Remember Them, Chapel 
of Remembrance, Christ 
Church Cathedral, 11am. 
SAT 3 OXFORD 
St Stephen’s House 
Open Day 10am-4pm 
for anyone who is a 
potential student, think- 
ing about your voca- 
tion, or just interested 
in seeing the college. 

Sat 3 HIGH 
WYCOMBE All Saints 
Church 2pm. A Service of 
Hope 6c Commemoration 
for Survivors of 
Bereavement by Suicide 
Contact 01494 451069. 
Wed 7 READING 
Berkshire Vocations 
Fellowship ‘My work as a 
Curate!’ speaker Revd Matt 
Stevens at St Nicolas 
Church 8pm 
Thur 8 OXFORD 
Retired Clergy Association: 
‘The Adoration of the 
Mystic Lamb’ a talk on 
the Ghent altarpiece by the 
Revd Serena Hutton. The 
Priory Room, Christ 
Church. 10.15am. 

Thur 8 OXFORD 
Oxford/Dorchester vocations 
Fellowship: ‘Sector Ministry’ 
at Church House. 



ARCHDEACONS’ 
VISITATIONS 
MAY 2008 
Oxfordshire 

Thur 1 7.30pm 
Woodstock Deanery 
(Steeple Barton). 

Sun 4 6pm Deddington 
Deanery (Horley) 

Fri 9 7.30pm Witney 
Deanery (Cogges) 

Mon 11 6.30pm 
Chipping Norton 
Deanery (Ghadlington) 
Tues 13 7.30pm Oxford 
& Cowley 

Deaneries( Christ Church) 
Thur 15 7.30pm Henley 
Deanery (Goring) 

Sun 1 8. 6.30pm Aston & 
Cuddesdon Deanery 
(Thame) 

Tues 20 7.30pm Bicester 
& Islip Deanery (Bicester) 

Berkshire 

Tues 6 7.30pm Bradfield 
Deanery (Sulhampstead 
Abbots) 

Wed 7 7.30pm Wantage 
Deanery (Childrey) 

Fri 9 7.30pm Abingdon 
Deanery (Wootton) 

Wed. 14 7.30pm 
Newbury Deanery 
(Chieveley) 

Thur 15 7.30pm Vale of 
White Horse Deanery 
(Uffington) 

Mon 19 7.30pm 
Maidenhead & Windsor 
Deanery (Waltham) 

Tues 20 8pm Sonning 
Deanery (Twyford) 

Thur 22 7.30pm 
Bracknell Deanery 
(Sunningdale) 



Wed 28 7.30pm Reading 
Deanery (Spencers Wood 
6 c Grazeley) 
Buckinghamshire 
Mon 12 7.30pm 
Newport & Milton 
Keynes Deaneries 
(Newport Pagnell) 

Wed 14 7.30pm 
Aylesbury & Amersham 
Deaneries (Aylesbury) 
Mon 19 7.30pm Claydon 
& Buckingham Deaneries 
(Winslow) 

Wed 21 7.30pm 
Wendover & Mursley 
Deaneries (Wendover) 
Thur 22 7.30pm 
Wycombe & Burnham 
and Slough Deaneries 
(High Wycombe) 

Sat 5 April DORCH- 
ESTER Thomas Trotter 
recital 7.30pm. An 
Inaugural concert for the 
newly restored organ at the 
Abbey. Details from the 
Parish Office 01865 
340007. 

THE SIMEON TRUST 
Wed 23 Apr! 2006 

Study Day : 

‘ Understanding & 
Responding to the Abuse 
of Older People 9 
10am-4.15pm Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. 
Chaired by Sr Frances 
Dominica, Founder of 
Helen & Douglas House. 
This day is designed for 
those who have contact 
with older people and 
their families in a profes- 
sional or voluntary capaci- 
ty. It will aim to give an 



understanding of elder 
abuse and the responess 
that can be made to this. 
£30 inc. buffet lunch, cof- 
fee 6 c tea. Contact 
Uloma.Hafstad@ripon- 
cuddesdon.ac.uk or 01865 
874404. 

EXPRESS YOUR- 
SELF: Vocal and 
Choral Workshops in 

support of St George’s 
Community Hall project 
with Pierette Thomet and 
Paul Rowlands. Sat 10 
and Sun 1 1 May 2008 at 
Church of St George, 
Tylehurst. Information 
from Paul Rowlands on 
0118 9456119 by email 
rowlandsspa@aol .com 
Diocesan Rolling 
Programme 

1 Apr(5 weeks) at 
Winslow ‘Planning and 
Leading Worship’ 

2 Apr at Church House 

3 Apr at Woodley 
Sat 17 May 
‘Introduction to Ministry’ 
at Church House 

Sat 17 May The 
Bible’at High Wycombe 
Contact:Sheila Townsend 
at Church House. 01865 
208200 

Hughenden Park 

Delicious Cream Teas, 
with homemade cakes 
and scones, every 
Sunday and Bank 
Holiday Monday from 
2.15-5. 15pm at Church 
House, Hughenden Park, 
High Wycombe from 23 
March - 1 9 October. 



Services at 
Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at 
One (Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm 
Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm) 

Cathedral Office 
01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary 
sally-ann. 

ford@chch.ox. ac. uk; 
website 

www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 



BBC Radio 
Oxford 95.2 
FM 

BBC Radio 
Berkshire 
104.1 FM 
Sunday Show 
6-9am 




“ Now this is eternal life: that they 
may know you , the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have 
sent .” John 17:3 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through His Son Jesus Christ, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit: 

Hie 1 For those in the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Finance and 
parish treasurers. 

Wed 2 For Diocesan Church 
House staff and all within the 
parishes whose gifts of admin- 
istration enable the mission 
and worship of the church. 
Thu 3 For those in the Diocesan 
registry. 

Fri 4 Milton Keynes Deanery. 
We give thanks for Milton 
Keynes and the great diversity 
found in this city. For the area 
dean - Tim Norwood; synod 
lay chair - Paul Bright: the 
Mission partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Christian 
Council - ecumenical modera- 
tor - Mary Cotes, development 
chaplain - Tim Clapton, the 
director of Christian training - 
Peter Ballantine, chair - Mike 
Morris and staff; sector team - 
Stephen Norrish, Graham 
Ghaleb: LLM - Peggy Faithfull. 
Sat 5 Bletchley: clergy - Mike 
Archer Tim Bustin, Catherine 



Butt: LLM - Robin Rowles: 
youth/children’s worker - 
Kathryn Fairweather: lay pastors 
- Richard Catherall, O Hermes. 
Waddon Way Church: clergy - 
Alan Bird, lay pastors - Philip 
Bates, Peter Cutler, Keith Page. 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 6 Churchwardens during a 
vacancy, especially in those 
benefices where there are many 
buildings and officers. 

Mon 7 Calverton held in plu- 
rality with Stony Stratford: 
clergy - Ross Northing: church 
army - Janet Northing. Fenny 
Stratford St Martin: clergy - 
Victor Bullock, Ian Thomas. 
Tue 8 Christ the Cornerstone: 
clergy - Ernesto Lozada- 
Uzuriaga, Andrew Ollard, David 
Tatem: LLM - Marian Balance. 
Wed 9 Stantonbury and 
Willen Team Ministry: clergy - 
David Bell, Judy Rose, Andy 
Jowitt, Paul Smith, Peter 
Ballantine, Mindy Bell, Chris 
Collinge: licensed lay worker - 
David Wilson: LLMs - Arthur 
Chadwick, Barry Fleming, Cis 
Jones: Methodist local preach- 
er - Ruth Walker Singh: Baptist 
lay preacher - Margaret Prisk. 
Thu 10 Walton: clergy - David 
Lunn, Susan Jackson, Stuart 



Dennis. Water Eaton: clergy - 
Christopher Bell. 

Fri 1 1 Watling Valley: clergy - 
Mike Morris, Tim Norwood, 
Richard Davis, Tim Hadden: 
LLM - Phyllis Bunnett. 

Sat 12 Wolverton: clergy 
Jeremy Trigg. Woughton: clergy 
- Duncan Barnes, David 
Rudiger, Methodist deacon - 
Richard Beckett, Baptist ecu- 
menical officer - James Whysall: 
LLMs - Mike Davidge, Paul 
Norris, Tony Stanyer. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 13 Those who serve with 
ecumenical responsibility 
within the diocese, eg as coun- 
cil chairman, representatives 
and officers. 

Mon 14 Reading Deanery For 
the continuing ‘Regenerate 
Mission’ across Reading, involv- 
ing the churches of the town 
from many different denomina- 
tions. For the area dean - Brian 
Shenton: synod lay chair - Peter 
Jeal: clergy - Colin Bass, Susan 
Van Beveren: LLMs - Tony 
Bushell, Clifford Powell. 
Reading Deaf Church: clergy - 
Roger Williams: LLMs 

Kenneth Dyson, trainee Anna 
Knaggs. Causeway Prospects 
and its outreach for effective 



ministry to those with learning 
disabilities. 

Hie 15 Caversham Group 
Ministry. Caversham St Andrew: 
clergy - Nigel Jones. Caversham 
St Peter and Mapledurham: 
churchwardens during the 
vacancy: clergy - Keith Knee- 
Robinson, Alveen Thoresen: 
LLMs - John Madeley, Marion 
Pyke, Bill Vincent. Caversham St 
John the Baptist: churchwardens 
during the vacancy. Emmer 
Green St Barnabas with 
Caversham Park: clergy - Derek 
Chandler, Margaret Dimmick: 
LLMs - Elizabeth Gash, Paula 
Andrews. 

Wed 16 Earley St Nicholas: 
clergy - Dan Tyndall, David 
Webster. Earley St Peter: clergy - 
Derek Spears, Stephen Hartley: 
LLM - Roy Baxter. 

Thu 17 Earley Trinity Local 
Ecumenical Partnership: clergy - 
Jonathan Salmon. 

Fri 18 Loddon Reach: clergy - 
Maurice Stanton - Saringer, 
Beatrice Pearson, Maureen 
Devine, Chris Leslie: LLMs - 
Michael Dexter-Elisha, Pauline 
Stanton-Saringer. 

Sat 19Reading All Saints: cler- 
gy - Nicholas Cheeseman: LLMs 
- Sylvia Cummins, Anthony 
Green. 



THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 20 For Parish development 
advisers - Olivia Graham, Janet 
Russell, Andrew Gear: 

Mon 21 Reading Christ 
Church: clergy - David West: 
pastoral assistants - John Barry 
Croton, P Smith 

Hie 22 Tilehurst St George and 
Tilehurst St Mary Magdalen: 
clergy - Adam Carlill, Duncan 
White, Peter Grosse, Michael 
Oke. Tilehurst St Michael: clergy 
- John Rogers: LLM - Anne 
Attewell. 

Wed 23 ST GEORGE Reading 
Greyfriars: clergy - Jonathan 
Wilmot, Catharine Morris: lay 
pastors - Phil Cooke, Pads 
Dolphin: LLMs - Philip 

Giddings, Christine Ledger, John 
Ledger, Dennis Parker, Sue 
Wilmot. 

Thu 24 Reading St Agnes with 
St Paul and St Barnabas: clergy - 
Vernon Orr, Eve Houghton, 
Eddie Orme. Reading St Giles: 
clergy - Michael Melrose. 

Fri 25 MARK TPiE EVANGE- 
LIST Reading St Mark held in 
plurality with Holy Trinity: cler- 
gy - David Peters. Reading St 
John the Evangelist: clergy -Nick 
Benson, Suzanne Knight, Ali 
Marshall: LLMs - Hamish 



Bruce, Richard Croft, Alan 
Lawrence, Peter Marshall, Don 
Mason, Christine Orme, Jeremy 
Thake. 

Sat 26 Reading St Mary with St 
Laurence: clergy - Brian 

Shenton, Chris Russell, Matt 
Stevens: youth worker - Tom 
Evans: youth work director - 
Christopher West. Reading St 
Matthew: clergy - John Hudson. 
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 27 Rogation Sunday The 
Diocesan Rural Officers Team 
and the particular needs of those 
who work closely with the natu- 
ral world. 

Mon 28 Reading St Luke with 
St Bartholomew: clergy - Nigel 
Hardcastle, Richard 
Christopher, Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman:LLM - June 
Hardcastle: part-time youth 

worker - Sammy Wainaina. 

Hie 29 Tilehurst St Catherine 
and Calcot St Birinus: clergy - 
Denis Smith, Lorraine Colam: 
LLMs - Michael Heather, Pam 
Toon. 

Wed 30 Woodley Team: clergy 
- Eddie Marquez, Jon Honour, 
Lyn Comerford, Moira Astin, 
Timothy Astin: LLMs -Susan 
Walters, David Fulford, David 
Karsten, Michael Patterson. 






Vision for the future 

bv Kieran Ford 



As a member of World Vision's Youth 
Ambassador Team for 2008 one of the first 
events I was involved in was a visit to the 
Houses of Parliament - a new one for me! 

Visiting the two houses was fascinating. 
Meeting Gareth Thomas, Undersecretary of 
State for International Development, was a 
useful experience. It was interesting to see how 
much the government is doing to combat pover- 
ty and climate change. It was also rewarding to 
gently remind him that the government isn't 
doing everything! 

At our Youth Ambassador gathering at World 
Vision's HQ in Milton Keynes we discussed how 
we could influence others to join in a lobbying 
campaign about AIDS. This campaign was 
very successful. 

Being a Youth Ambassador is all about 
empowering young people into doing more for 
positive change in the world; World Vision's youth 
magazine, Bug, has a strapline: v If you think 
you're too small to make a difference you haven't 
been to bed with a mosquito in your room'. 

The news is full of stories of natural disasters, 
climate change and poverty, and the West must 
learn that the world isn't a limited resource. If 
we do something now we can stop it. 

Young people won't just switch on to these 
issues at an age when a charity might target 
them; they need to be given opportunities to 
discuss them as early as possible. One way is to 
get involved in events alongside the Youth 
Ambassadors this year. Check out www.world- 
vision.org for more details. 
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furniture designer and maker 


3 Winford Rural Workshops 
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Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and doors 
and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Maithouse Lane. Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
Fax: 01 18 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 



Celebrating Easter in church schools 




AS Easter fell so early this year, school hol- 
iday were delayed for many children until 
well after Easter - which meant children 
remained at school up until Good Friday. 

Churches and schools took full advantage 
of the opportunity to focus more closely on 
the Easter story with youngsters. 

Children of Deddington CE School (pic- 
tured right) prepared a special Easter Gift to 
their parish this year, with a series of 
Stations in their local church based on the 
Easter Story. 

Head teacher, Judith Tinsley, said: ‘It has 
been a very enjoyable project. The displays 
in the church, and another in the school, of 
the Easter Garden, will hopefully give visi- 
tors a sense of the true meaning of the 
Easter experience. The displays were erect- 



ed after a week of reflection and each class 
has concentrated on a particular element of 
Jesus’ journey.’ 

And at Appleton School, near Abingdon, 
the Bishop of Oxford visited children to 
launch his Easter Ingredients campaign, 
making hot cross buns with the 140 pupils 
(pictured below). 

The campaign saw 27,000 hot cross buns 
and leaflets outlining the significance of the 
bun given away in parishes and in church 
schools. The Bishop of Oxford was in 
Oxford city centre on Good Friday, giving 
away more buns to passers-by, and similar 
give-aways took place in the city centres of 
Reading and Milton Keynes at the same 
time. For more details and competitions see 
www.easteringredients.org. 



Pictured above Lorna Morgan and Thomas 
Sheehan, Deddingon School, at the year six station of the 
Cross - the Garden of Gethsemane. Photos K T Bruce. 




THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 






‘We had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel’ Luke 24:21 

ONE day I’d like to write a book entitled 
Seemed a Good Idea at the Time. There’d be 
no shortage of examples, from dashed per- 
sonal expectations to failed wars, busted eco- 
nomic policies and Jim Smith taking over 
Oxford United. 

There is something peculiarly awful about 
crushing disappointment, the death of 
dreams, the harsh light of reality exposing the 
emptiness of our hopes. Luke captures it bril- 
liantly in this little cameo of the couple (sure- 
ly Mr and Mrs Cleopas) on their sad walk 
back to Emmaus on the Sunday after the cru- 
cifixion: ‘We had hoped.’ 

They were talking to a stranger with 
whom they were walking along the road - a 
stranger who appeared unaware of the recent 
dramatic events in Jerusalem. Yet when they 
related the story to him, he presumed to tell 
these disillusioned people that they were 
‘foolish’, ‘slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared’. Then, as they 
walked, he treated them to a master class in 
the Scriptures, demonstrating how the 
Messiah must indeed suffer before he entered 
into his glory. 

Despite his rebuke, they clearly took to the 
man, and invited him to stay with them for 



the night as it was by now getting dark. 

Joining them for the evening meal, he was 
invited as their guest to give thanks. He took 
the bread, broke it, and said the words of 
blessing. As he did so, they realised who he 
was - in Luke’s words, ‘their eyes were 
opened’. It was Jesus. They were in no doubt. 

As he ‘vanished from their sight’ they forgot 
all about tiredness or the darkness outside, and 
hurried the seven miles or so back to Jerusalem 
to share their news with the disciples. 

Full of it, they burst into the Upper Room- 
only to find that Simon Peter, too, had seen 
the risen Lord. Nevertheless, they told their 
story - the ‘stranger’ on the road, the way 
their hearts ‘burned within them’ as he 
explained the Scriptures, and how he had 
been ‘made known to them in the breaking of 
the bread’. 

The road to Emmaus which had seemed 
in their sorrow long and depressing had 
become the road to joy. In an odd kind of 
way, it often does. Perhaps only those 
who have touched the depths can truly 
appreciate the heights of glory. They had 
hoped, and their hopes appeared to have 
been dashed on Golgotha. But ‘in the 
breaking of the bread’ they had seen the 
truth. Jesus the Messiah was alive. They 
had hoped, and now they could hope 
again. 
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